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 p
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 d
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 p
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 d
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 d
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 p
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 d
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 d
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 d
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 d
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at
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an
ct
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ho
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s 
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 th

e 
ba

si
s 
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 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
. M

or
e 
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ec
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ca

lly
:
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av
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 p
ro

vi
de
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 w

rit
te

n 
w

ar
ni

ng
 to
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 lo

w
-p
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fo
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g 
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ho
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, t
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 p
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l o
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 p
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 d
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 p
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 d
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t p
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Education
of the States

StateNotes
Accountability

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

State Performance Indicators
January 2002

States measure student achievement as well as school performance through a variety of indicators. The
following indicators were gathered from statute, regulation and state department of education documents.
They are either measures of gains in student achievement or elements perceived to influence those
gains. The indicators have two primary functions. The first is to provide the type of underlying data to
better inform the public about its schools. We are labeling this "information only" level as secondary
indicators represented by "S." The more important function of indicators, however, is to determine
whether a district or school qualifies for a reward or if the state needs to intervene in some way to help
improve performance. We refer to these criteria as "primary indicators" represented by "P."

The four main categories of indicators used for the charts below relate to (1) students, including
assessment scores, demographics (ethnicity, socioeconomic status), dropout rate and truancy; (2)
professional staff, including staff attendance, experience, and salary levels; (3) program information such
as curriculum, climate and parent involvement; and (4) expenditures and the use of resources. Although
indicators in the last three categories are not immediate indicators of gains in student achievement, they
are perceived by educators, legislators and researchers as having a relationship to student achievement.

Achievement as a Primary Indicator
Thirty-two states use achievement as a primary indicator.

Twenty-one states use improvement in student achievement as a primary indicator.

Twelve states use nothing except achievement and improvement in achievement as primary
indicators (Alabama, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi,
Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Virginia).

All but two states report on achievement to the public.

Use of Primary Indicators
Normally, only a limited number of indicators act as triggers to rewards or interventions within schools.
Following is a summary of those areas:

Student achievement/assessment scores 32 states

Improvement in achievement/assessment scores 21 states

Attendance 17 states

Dropout rate-13

Graduation rate 8 states

Student behavior (includes discipline/safety, expulsion, suspension) 6 states

0 15



Transition (education or employment after high school graduation) 4 states (one is in an "other"
category)

Expenditures and use of resources 3 states

Caution: Although we made every effort to accurately reflect state policies, synthesizing policy language
into common categories is difficult and interpretations can vary. Please let us know if information for your
state is stated incorrectly.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 2
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Table 1: Alabama Kentucky
P = evaluative indicators that trigger rewards and/or sanctions

S = informative indicators for reporting or additional indicators for gauging performance

Indicators: I AL I AK' I AZ AR I CA I CO CT I DE I FL I GA I HI ID I IL IN IA I KS I KY
Student:
Assessment scores/achievement P S P S P P SP P P S S P P S P P

ACT and/or SAT scores S P S S P S S P

Adv Placement (AP)
courses: access
AP courses: scores P P

Attendance rate/truancy S S S SP S S S S S S P P P P

Class size S S S P

Demographics/Socioeconomic data S S S S S S S S S S Pl S

Discipline/safety S S SS S S S S P P S
Dropout rate S S SS S S S S S S S P P

English language learners/
special needs

S S S S S S S S

Enrollment S S S S S S S S S S S S
Expulsion rate S S S P S

Graduation rate/completion rate S S S SP S S S S S PPS P

Mobility S S S S S S P

Promotion/retention rate
(Advancement)

S S S S P

Student/administrator ratio S S
Student/teacher ratio S SS SS SS S
Suspension rate S S S P

Transition to postsecondary
education

S S S P S P

Student/School Improvement
in Academic Performance

P S P PP SP PP PS PP

Other*: S S S S S S SSPS PP
Professional Staff:
Attendance P S S
Diversity S S

Evaluation S SJ

Experience S S S S S S S
Leadership S
Preparation/Certification S S S S S P S
Salary levels S S S S S S S

Professional/staff development S S P S

Working in area of certification S S S
Program:
Curriculum S

Learning climate S

Mission and/or goals statement S S S S
Parental and/or community
involvement

S S S P S

Parental satisfaction/opinion S P S

Expenditures & Use of Resources P S SS S SS S S S S P S

1. Alaska will set its primary indicators by summer 2002.
2. Indiana: Breakout of programs, i.e., vocational education, special education, gifted and talented, remedial education.
3. Idaho: Explanation of teacher evaluations must be reported.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303299.3600 Far 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 3.
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Table 2: Louisiana - North Dakota
P = evaluative indicators that trigger rewards and/or sanctions

S = informative indicators for reporting or additional indicators for gauging performance

Indicators: I LA I ME IMD11 MA I MI I MN i MS I MO I MT I NE` I NV I NH I NJ I NM I NY I NC I ND
Student:
Assessment scores/
achievement

P S P P P S P P P P S P P P P S

ACT and/or SAT scores S S P P S S
AP courses: access S S S
AP courses: scores
Attendance rate/
truancy

P P S P P P S S S S

Class size S S
Demographics/socio-
economic data

S S S S S S S S S S SS S

Discipline/safety S S S P S
Dropout rate P P S S S P P S S S S PS
English language
learners, special needs

S S S S S S SS SS S

Enrollment SS SS S SS SS S
Expulsion rate S S S
Graduation/completion

rate
S S S S S S S S

Mobility S S S
Promotion/retention rate S S
Student/administrator ratio P

Student/teacher ratio S S P S S S
Suspension rate S S
Transition to post-
secondary education

S S P S S S S S

Student/School Improve-
ment in Academic
Performance

P S PPS P P

Other*: S S S S S S
Professional Staff:
Attendance S S

Diversity S
Evaluation S S
Experience S S S S

Leadership

Preparation/certification P S S S S P S S
Salary levels S S S S S S

ProfessionaVstaff
development

P S S S

Working in area of
certification

S

Program:
Curriculum S S S
Learning climate S
Mission and/or goals
statement

Parental and/or
community involvement

S S S S

Parental satisfaction/

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 4



Indicators: LA ME MD1 MA MI MN MS MO MT NE` NV NH NJ NM NY NC ND

opinion

Expenditures & Use of
Resources

S S S S S S P S S S S S

1. Maryland: In law, national standardized testing may not be the only measure for evaluating of education
accountability.

2. Nebraska: Indicators for second increment of awards; after seven years of receiving awards use extra
certification endorsement, advanced degrees; mentors, dropout rates, access to high-level and
gifted/talented courses; meeting special poverty factors with good performance.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 5
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Table 3: Ohio Wyoming
P = evaluative indicators that trigger rewards and/or sanctions

S = informative indicators for reporting or additional indicators for gauging performance

Indicators: I OH I OK I OR I PA I RI I SC1 I SD I TN I TX I UT I VT I VA I WA IWV I WI I WY
Student:
Assessment scores/achievement PPP P S P PPS SP SP SS
ACT and/or SAT scores P S S P SS S

AP courses: access P S S

AP courses: scores S S S S S

Attendance rate/truancy PPP P S P PPS S S S S SS
Class size S S S S

Demographics/socioeconomic data S S S S S S S S S
Discipline/safety S S S

Dropout rate S P P P PPS S S S P SS
English language learners,

special needs
S S S S S S S

Enrollment S S S S S S S

Expulsion rate S S S S

Graduation/completion rate PP S P P S SS SS
Mobility S

Promotion/retention rate S P S S S
StudenVadministrator ratio S

Student/teacher ratio S S P* S S S S

Suspension rate S P S S S S

Transition to postsecondary education S S S S

Student/School Improvement in
Academic Performance

P P P P S P P S

Other*: P P P P S
Professional Staff:

Attendance P S S
Diversity
Evaluation
Experience S S S S
Leadership
Preparation/certification S S S

Salary levels S S
Professional/staff development S S
Working in area of certification P S S S

Program:
Curriculum
Learning climate

Mission and/or goals statement S S S

Parental and/or community
involvement

S P* S S S

Parental satisfaction/opinion S

Expenditures & Use of Resources S S S S S SS S S S S SS
1. SC: proposed indicators state board is to finalize; for ID, necessary for accreditation of grades two and below.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Far 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 6
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*Other -- Secondary indicators (S) unless marked otherwise

Access to technology Indiana, Nevada, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Vermont
ACT/SAT percent taking exams Nebraska (requires 60%)
Alternative classes or programs for expelled students Nebraska (P), Georgia
Attainment of state achievement goals Iowa
Availability of substitutes California
Average time between intervention and achieving grade level Georgia (P)

Career/technical certified to industry standards within five years Alabama
Challenge index for specified populations Nebraska
Choice/open enrollment/charters Delaware, Arizona, Massachusetts, Michigan, Oregon (P)
Classroom aides Minnesota
College readiness Florida
Core coursework (high school) Texas (P)
Council duties Arizona

Extracurricular activities offered Missouri, Wisconsin
Facilities Missouri, California
Gifted-talented available Nebraska
Graduation requirements Wisconsin
Health barriers to learning (physical, mental) Kentucky (P)
Level of diplomas received Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Nevada
Locally developed indicators and assessment measures New Hampshire

Mastery of algebraic concepts Kentucky (P)
Mentors for teachers Nebraska
Number of special education students by disability Wyoming
Percent English language learners New Jersey, New Mexico
Percent enrolled in International Baccalaureate programs Virginia
Percent meeting course requirements/high school Georgia (P)
Percent of participation/opportunity of students in lowest quartile -- Mississippi
Percent taking or exempt from assessments California (P), Louisiana, Michigan, New York, Nevada (P),
Oregon (P), Rhode Island, Texas (LEP exemptions), Virginia
Parent level of education California
Percent taking alternative assessments Georgia (P), New York, Virginia
Percent enrolled in alternative programs not leading to diploma Virginia
Percent of school-aged children attending public schools Massachusetts
Percent passing Presidential Fitness Test West Virginia

Quality of assessments Nebraska (P)
Quality and currency of texts and materials California, Idaho
Reduction of class size/teaching load California
Remedial courses in high school and college Arkansas, Nebraska (P), Nevada (P)
Report on selection and completion of education pathways Indiana, Mississippi, Nevada, North
Carolina, Vermont and Virginia
Social services Arizona
School calendar Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Missouri
Special awards Idaho
Split-grade classrooms West Virginia
Standards adopted Nebraska (P)

Student employment (percent juniors/seniors working more than 16 hours per week) Connecticut
Student grades Mississippi
Student support services and counseling California, Colorado, Idaho
Students per total staff Colorado
Substitute teacher qualifications Idaho
Survey return rates Alaska

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 7
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Teachers with license variances
Teacher, other staff turnover Colorado, New York
Teachers with tenure and without tenure Colorado
Time spent on curriculum Illinois
Transition to employment or military Connecticut, Iowa, California, Kentucky (P), Massachusetts, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Pennsylvania and Vermont
Transportation Arizona
Upper- and lower-level course enrollment/completion Florida, Kansas, Indiana (P), Virginia

This StateNote was compiled by Kathy Christie, vice president for knowledge management and ECS
Clearinghouse, and Judith Mathers, a former policy analyst with the Education Commission of the States.

© Copyright 2002 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The. Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape education policy. It is
ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and employment practices.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in print or electronically, please fax a request to the attention of the
ECS Communications Department, 303-296-8332 or e-mail ecs@ecs.org.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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Education Cemzni5sic-n

of xdic States

StateNotes
Assessment

700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

State Assessment Programs in Grades and Subjects
Required Under ESEA

Compiled by Kirstin Craciun, ECS Researcher
March 2002

Overview
This ECS StateNote examines which states annually assess students in the subjects and grades required
under the reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Under the new law, states
must begin testing students annually in reading and mathematics for grades 3-8 by the 2005-06 school
year. By the 2007-08 school year, science assessments must be administered once to students in grades
3-5, once in grades 6-9 and once in grades 10-12. A summary of current state assessments in reading,
mathematics and science is provided in this ECS StateNote.

Summary
Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have annual reading tests in grades 3-8.

Fifteen states and the District of Columbia have annual math tests in grades 3-8.

Twenty-four states have annual science tests in one grade in each of these grade spans: 3-5, 6-9 and
10-12.

Seven states, (Alabama, Delaware, Georgia, Louisiana, New Mexico, Tennessee and West Virginia)
currently meet the reading, math and science assessment requirements of the new ESEA.

STATE

Reading Tests
Grades 3-8

As of Spring 2002

Mathematics Tests
Grades 3-8

As of Spring 2002

Science Tests
Grades 3-5, 6-9, 10-12

As of Spring 2002
Alabama 3-8 3-8 3-8 plus part of high school

exit exam
Alaska 3-8 3-8 None
Arizona 3-8 3-8 None
Arkansas 4-8 4-8 5, 7, 10
California 3-8 3-8 9-11
Colorado 3-8 5-8 8
Connecticut 4, 6, 8 4, 6, 8 10
Delaware 3-8 3-8 4, 6, 8, 11

District of
Columbia

3-8 3-8 None

Florida 3-8 3-8
Field testing expected 2002 -
03 in grades 5, 8, 10

Georgia 3-8 3-8 3-8 plus part of high school
exit exam

Hawaii 3, 5, 8 3, 5, 8 None
Idaho Currently just grade 3.

Pilot standards-based test in at
least three grades 2002-03.

Currently grades 4 and 8.
Pilot standards-based test in at
least three grades 2002-03.

None
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STATE

Reading Tests
Grades 3-8

As of Spring 2002

Mathematics Tests
Grades 3-8

As of Spring 2002

Science Tests
Grades 3-5, 6-9, 10-12

As of Spring 2002
Illinois 3, 5, 8 3, 5, 8 4, 7, 11
Indiana 3, 6, 8 in English/language arts 3, 6, 8 Grade 5 implementation

planned for 2002-03, followed
by grades 7 and 9

Iowa Not mandated, but districts may
administer tests in grades 3-8

Not mandated, but districts may
administer tests in grades 3-8 None

Kansas 3, 7 4, 7 5, 8, 10
Kentucky 3, 4, 6, 7 3, 5, 6, 8 4, 7, 11
Louisiana 3, 5, 6, 7

4, 8 in English/language arts 3-8 3-8, 11
Maine 4, 8 in English/language arts 4, 8 4, 8, 11
Maryland 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 3, 5, 8 and high school

assessment, which 9th-grade
students are required to take
in 2001-02 (currently in
pretests)

Massachusetts 3, 4, 7 in English/language arts 4, 6, 8 5, 8, 9, 10
Michigan 4, 7 4, 8 5, 8, 11
Minnesota 3, 5, 8 3, 5, 8 None
Mississippi 3-8 3-8 When end-of-course tests are

fully implemented, one will
cover biology.

Missouri 3, 7 in communication arts 4, 8 3, 7, 10
Montana 4, 8 4, 8 4, 8, 11
Nebraska None. Districts use local

assessments and are required
to use a norm-referenced test in
one grade of 4-6, 7-9 and 10-
12.

None. Districts use local
assessments and are required
to use a norm-referenced test in
one grade of 4-6, 7-9 and 10-
12.

None

Nevada
4, 8 and English criterion-
referenced test (CRT) in grades
3 and 5. A grade 8 CRT in
reading, math and science is in
development. In 2002-03, the
8th-grade Terra Nova reading,
math, science and exam will be
administered in 7tfi grade.

3, 4, 5, 8 4, 8, 10; a science criterion-
referenced test will be piloted
over the next two years in
grades 3 and 5.

New
Hampshire

3, 6 in English/language arts 3, 6 6, 10

New Jersey 4, 5, 8 in language arts literacy 4, 5, 8 4, 5, 8 and part of the high
school test to be
implemented in 2002-03

New Mexico 3-8 3-8 3-9, 10
New York 4, 8 in English/language arts 4, 8 4, 8 and regents exams for

high school
North Carolina 3-8 3-8 End-of-course tests
North Dakota 4, 8 4, 8 None
Ohio 4, 6 4, 6 4, 6, 9
Oklahoma 3, 5, 8 3, 5, 8 5, 8 and, in 2002-03, end-of-

course tests
Oregon 3, 5, 8 in readinq/literature 3, 5, 8 5, 8, 10
Pennsylvania 5, 8 5, 8 None
Rhode Island 4, 8 4, 8 None
South Carolina 3-8 3-8 3-8 plus part of the high

school exit exam to be
implemented in 2003-04 in
grade 10

South Dakota 3, 4, 6, 8 3, 4, 6, 8 4, 8, 11
3, 6 beginning in 2003-04

Tennessee 3-8 3-8 3-8 and end-of-course exams
Texas 3-8 3-8 8 and end-of-course tests

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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STATE

Reading Tests
Grades 3-8

As of Spring 2002

Mathematics Tests
Grades 3-8

As of Spring 2002

Science Tests
Grades 3-5, 6-9, 10-12

As of Spring 2002
Utah 3-8 3, 5, 8

Core Assessment Program
tests under development for
grades 3-8.

3, 5, 8, 11

Vermont 4, 8 in English/language arts 4, 8 5, 11
9th grade science assessment
on hold

Virginia 4, 5, 6, 8 and 3rd-grade English 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 3, 5, 8 and high school tests
Washington 3, 4, 6, 7 3, 4, 6, 7 5th-grade assessment

required 2004-05; e' and
10 'grade assessments
required 2003-04

West Virginia 3-8 3-8 3-11
Wisconsin 3, 4, 8 4, 8 4, 8, 10
Wyoming 4, 8 4, 8 None

The following resources were used to compile this information:

State Assessment and Accountability Systems: 50 State Profiles, Consortium for Policy Research in
Education, Spring 2000

Interviews with state department of education officials

State department of education Web sites

State statutes and administrative codes concerning state assessments

"An ESEA Primer," Education Week, January 9, 2002

© Copyright 2002 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape education policy. It is
ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and employment practices.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in print or electronically, please fax a request to the attention of the
ECS Communications Department, 303.296.8332 or e-mail ecs@ecs.org.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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ECS State Notes
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Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Habitual Truancy
Examples of State Definitions

August 2001

For the most part, compulsory attendance laws do not specify the number of times a student must be truant
before sanctions (also part of the compulsory attendance laws) are enforced. A number of states require districts
to set attendance policies and sometimes ask that districts identify the number of absences that constitute "truant"
or "habitual truant" in those policies. Others, as reflected below, set the standard for truancy at the state level. The
following states do not constitute a comprehensive listing, but do provide some examples of policy for others to
consider:

Colorado Four unexcused absences in any one month or 10 unexcused in any year. CoLo.REv.STA-r. § 22-
33 -107

Florida Fifteen days within 90 calendar days. FLA.STAT.ANN. § 228.041(28)

Kentucky Any child who has been absent from school without valid excuse for three or more days, or tardy
without valid excuse on three or more days, is a truant. Any child who has been reported as a
truant three (3) or more times is an habitual truant. Being absent for less than half of a school day
shall be regarded as being tardy. KY.REv.STAT.ANN. § 159.150

Louisiana A student shall be considered habitually absent or habitually tardy (1) after all reasonable efforts
by the principal and the teacher have failed to correct the condition after the fifth unexcused
absence or fifth unexcused tardy within any month or (2) if a pattern of five absences a month is
established. LA.REV.STAT.ANN. § 17:233

Maine A student is considered habitually truant if he/she has attained the equivalent of 10 full days of
nonexcused absences or seven consecutive school days of nonexcused absences during a
school year. ME.REV.STAT.ANN. tit. 20 § 5051

Montana Recorded absences of 10 days or more of unexcused absences in a semester or absences
without prior written approval of parent or guardian. MONT.CODE ANN. § 20-5-103

Nevada Any child who has been declared a truant three or more times within one school year must be
declared a habitual truant. (A pupil who has one or more unapproved absences from school is
considered truant.) NEV.REV.STAT. Ann. § 392.140

Wyoming Any child with five or more unexcused absences in any one school year. WYO.STAT.ANN. § 21 -4-
101

Related Note: For compulsory school ages, see ECS State Note "Compulsory School Age Requirements" at
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/14/06/1406.doc

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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Examples of habitual truancy language were compiled by Kathy Christie, vice president for knowledge
management & ECS Clearinghouse.

© Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.
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A Survey of State ESL Funding
Systems

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.orq

ECS randomly selected 10 states to assess the various approaches to funding English as a Second
Language program. The following information describes programs in seven states: California, Florida,
Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York and Texas. As of FY 2001-02, Delaware, Ohio and West
Virginia did not provide funding for bilingual programs in their state budgets. Additional information on
bilingual education and ESL can be found on the ECS Bilingual/ESL Issue Site, under Education Issues.

California
Program Name

Type of Funding

Total Funding

Funding Per Student
How Students Are Identified

Florida
Program Name
Type of Funding
Total Funding
Funding Per Student

How Students Are Identified

Maryland

Program Name
Type of Funding
Total Funding
Funding Per Student
How Students Are Identified

Michigan
Program Name
Type of Funding
Total Funding
Funding Per Student

English Language Acquisition Program

Categorical

$53.2 million in FY 2001-02

$100 per identified student
Funds are distributed to districts for all English learners in grades 4-8.
When funding requests exceed available funds, the law stipulates that
priority be given to schools with the highest proportion of English learners.
Districts may also receive a one-time allocation of $100 per pupil for
pupils in kindergarten through grade 12, who are reclassified as fluent
English proficient (FEP), and for students in grades 4-8 who did not
receive program funding.

English for Speakers of Other Languages
Part of the state's foundation formula
Unknown
Students in ESL programs are given an additional weight of .265. (This
equates to $904.5 per identified student.) The amount of students for
each district is capped.
Students who are enrolled in ESL programs

Limited English Proficiency
Categorical
$30 million (FY 2001-02)
A district receives $1,350 for each identified student.
Each student enrolled in an ESL program (No student may qualify for ESL
funding for more than two years.)

Bilingual Education
Categorical
$4.2 million in FY 1999-2000
Reimbursement is on an equal per-pupil basis and is based on the total
number of ESL students enrolled in the state.
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How Students Are Identified

New Jersey
Program Name
Type of Funding
Total Funding
Funding Per Student
How Are Students Identified

Students enrolled in an ESL program on the pupil membership count day.
Funds received may be used only for bilingual instruction in speaking,
reading, writing or comprehension

Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
Categorical
$53.2 million (FY 1998-99)
$1,102 per identified student (FY 1998-99)
Students who are identified as LEP and who are participating in a state-
qualified bilingual program.

A collection of model programs for ESL from the New Jersey Department of Education can be found at
hftp://www.state.ausinided/students/prideL

New York
Program Name
Type of Funding
Total Funding
Funding Per Student

How Are Students Identified

Texas
Program Name
Type of Funding
Total Funding
Funding Per Student

How Are Students Identified

Limited English Proficiency Aid
Part of the state's foundation formula
$70.8 million (FY 2000-01)
Each identified student receives an additional weight of .199. (This
equated to approximately $776 per student in FY 2000-01.)
Pupils from homes where a language other than English is spoken, and
who score below the 40th percentile on a standardized test of English
proficiency. Districts must receive prior program approval and report
actual ESL expenditures for the previous school year to qualify for this
payment.

Bilingual Education
Part of the state's foundation formula
Unknown
Each student who is identified as needing bilingual education is given an
addition weight of .1 in the state's foundation formula. (This equaled
approximately $240 per student in FY 1998-99.)
Students who are enrolled in a bilingual education program.

Prepared by Michael Griffith, ECS Policy Analyst

© Copyright 2002 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.
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ECS State Notes
Education C1.7 4Si Character/Citizenship Education

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Pledge of Allegiance
October 2001

Thirty-four states have laws mentioning school participation in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Of these states, 25 require schools to include recitation of the pledge during the school day.
These include:

Alaska Idaho Mississippi New York Utah
California Illinois Montana North Dakota Virginia

Delaware Kansas Nevada Oregon Washington
Florida Maryland New Jersey Rhode Island West Virginia
Georgia Massachusetts New Mexico South Carolina Wisconsin

Six states encourage schools to conduct the pledge but it is optional.

Alabama New Hampshire
Kentucky North Carolina
Louisiana Ohio

Three states allow teachers or administrators to read or post the pledge: Arizona, Arkansas and
Indiana.

Note: Nearly all of the states make the pledge optional for students with religious or other
objections.

Recitation of Pledge of Allegiance

State School Required School
Optional

Individual
Required

Individual
Optional

Alaska X
Alabama X X
California X X
Delaware X
Florida X
Georgia X X
Idaho X
Illinois X X
Kansas X
Kentucky X X
Louisiana X

35
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State School Required School
Optional

Individual
Required

Individual
Optional

Maryland X X
Massachusetts X X
Mississippi* X X
Montana X X

Nevada X
New Hampshire X X
New Jersey X X
New Mexico X
New York* X X
North Carolina X X
North Dakota* X
Ohio X
Oregon* X X
Rhode Island X X
South Carolina X X
Utah X X
Virginia X
Washington X X
West Virginia X X
Wisconsin* X X

Notes
Mississippi At least once each month. Also, all students are required to be taught the

Mississippi pledge.
New York Commissioner must prepare a program for the schools of the state to use.
North Dakota First grade through sixth.
Oregon At least one day per week.
Wisconsin At least one day per week in grades 1-8.

PART II

Details Regarding Patriotic Exercises Such as Display and Care of the Flag

US
State
Con
Rel
Care
Site
Time

Specifies United States flag
Specifies State's flag
Conscientious objector statement included
Religious exclusion stated
Use and care instruction
Specifies where placed
Specifies time allotted

Citation Grade US State Language Con Rel Care Site Time Note

AL Code of Ala. Sec.

16 -68 -2

All grades Each character education

plan shall include

AL Code of Ala. Sec.

16-43-5

K-12 X Afford opportunity to

voluntarily recite

X

AR Ark. Stat. Ann. Sec.

6-16-122

School

building or

classroom

May allow to read or post

AZ A.R.S. Sec. 15-717 School

building

May read or post

AZ A.R.S. Sec. 15-506 School

building

X Display for students who

may wish to pledge

X X Purchase flag, flagstaff and

appurtenances, display

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 2
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Citation Grade US State Language Con Rel Care Site Time Note

upon or near the school

building

CA Cal Ed Code Sec.

52720

K-12 Shall conduct patriotic

exercises

x

DE 14 Del. C. Sec.

4105

Public

schools

Shall salute and pledge

each morning

X

FL Fla. Stat. Sec.

233.0651

School

building or

classroom

May read or post

GA O.C.G.A. Sec. 20-

2-310

Public

schools

X Shall be afforded the

opportunity to recite

X X State superintendent to

prepare a program of flag

instruction, use and display

ID Idaho Code Sec.

33-1602

K -12 X Shall be given X Proper use, display, respect

IL 105 ILCS 5/27-3 All public

schools

X Shall be recited X X X X Proper use and display

IN Bums Ind. Code

Ann. Sec. 20-10.1-

4-2.5

School

building or

classroom

May read or post

KS K.S.A. Sec. 72-

5308

Public

schools

Daily recitation X

KY KRS Sec. 158.195 Public

schools

May read or post

KY KRS Sec. 158.175 K 12 X X Establish policy so

students may participate

X X X Pupils learn of our great

freedoms, pledge and

reading Lord's prayer daily

to affirm history and

freedom of religion

LA La. R.S. 17:2115 All grades Opportunity for group

recitation

x

MA Mass. Ann. Laws

ch. 71 Sec. 69

Each

school

X Shall lead in group

recitation

X X X

MD Md. Education

Code Ann. Sec. 7-

105

Public

schools

X Require all students and

teachers

X X X Includes physical stance

required, act of disrespect is

in violation of Act, love of

freedom and democracy

shown in the devotion of all

true and patriotic Americans

to their flag and country,

shall be instilled in the

hearts and minds of the

youth of America

MS Miss. Code Ann.

Sec. 37-13-7

Public

schools

X To have all pupils, require

the teachers

X Note once per month only,

also learn [not pledge to]

MS flag

MT Mont. Code Anno.,

Sec. 20-4-301

X Recommends recitation X Teacher duty, refusal

allowed

MT Mont. Code Ann.

Sec. 20-7-133

K - 12 X Must be recited X X Note daily K-6, weekly 7-12.

Also district required to

notify of right to not

participate, effort to educate

students in the American

values of patriotism and

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 3.
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Citation Grade US State Language Con Rel Care Site Time Note

love of country and to pass

on the feelings of civic pride

and commitment to America

NC N.C. Gen. Stat.

Sec. 115C-47

Class-

rooms

X X Encourage display and

recitation

X X Time is "regular basis,

instruction on meaning and

historical origins of the flaq

ND N.D. Cent. Code,

Sec. 15-47-37

Elementary X Must precede each day's

study

X Also instruction regarding

words and music of national

anthem so they are able to

recite or sing the words,

recognize the music

NH R.S.A. 194:15-a K - 6 May authorize/shall be

voluntary

X Leam of our great freedoms

NJ N.J. Stat. Sec.

18A:36-3

Each

school

X Require the pupils to

recite

X X X Includes physical stance

required, allows for foreign

student exclusion

NM N.M. Stat. Ann.

Sec. 22-5-4.5

Each public

school

Shall be recited X

NY NY CLS Educ Sec.

802

Public

schools

X Provide for minimums X X

OH ORC Ann.

3313.602

School X Shall adopt a policy

specifying whether or not

pledge will be a part of

the school's program

If established, local board

also to specify time and

manner of recitation

OR ORS 339.875 School X X Shall provide students

with the opportunity

X X At least once each week of

the school year; students

who do not participate must

maintain respectful silence

RI R. I. Gen. Laws

Sec. 16-20-4

K - 12 X Shall prepare a printed

program providing for

uniform salute

X Also the duty of the

teachers to prepare a

program of patriotic

exercises for the proper

observance of Grand Army

Flag Day

RI R. I. Gen. Laws

Sec. 16-22-11

Pre-K-12 Shall commence the day X X Any person not wishing to

participate is exempt

SC S. C. Code Ann.

Sec. 59-1-455

K - 12 Shall say the pledge X X Exemption clause with

expression of

nonparticipation without

disruption allowed

UT Utah Code Ann.

Sec. 53A-13-101.4

Public

schools

Shall include the

appropriate study of

historical documents

Periodic review of curricula

to include study of

documents including pledge

and national anthem

VA Va. Code Ann. Sec.

22.1-202

One or

more

grades

X X Instruction shall be given X X Instruction shall be given

(history and principals of

flag], but guidelines to be

developed insuring

compliance with

constitutional restrictions

and rights.

WA Rev. Code Wash.

(ARCW) Sec.

28A.230.140

Every

public

school

X Shall cause a flag to be

displayed near every

school

X X X X Specifies pledge/anthem at

school assemblies and

inter-school events

WI Wis. Stat. Sec. Public and X Shall cause flag to be X X X At least one day per week

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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Citation Grade US State Language Con Rel Care Site Time Note

118.06 private

schools

grades 1-8

displayed, shall offer the

pledge

WV W. Va. Code Sec.

18-5-15b

Public

schools

X Shall be commenced X X

Source: Chris Pipho, ECS Information Clearinghouse, and Julia Pirnack, graduate student,
University of Colorado-Denver. (This ECS State Note has been updated.)
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 c
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l d
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 m
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 c
ha

rt
er

 s
ch

oo
ls

, 9
0%

fo
r 

K
-8

 a
nd

 9
5%

 fo
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; t
ra
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 b
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 p
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 d
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 c
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 c
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l n
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 p
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R
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l d
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 d
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Education Commission

of the States

ECS StateNotes

Charter Schools

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Charter School Legislation, 2001
This document presents charter school legislation that was enacted by state legislatures in their 2001
legislative sessions. If you have any questions about this document, please contact Todd Ziebarth at
303.299.3652 or tziebarth@ecs.orq.

Overview
On May 2, 2001, Indiana's Governor signed Senate Bill 165 creating a charter school law in Indiana.
Thirty-seven states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico now have charter school laws.

In their 2001 legislative sessions, the following states enacted legislation to amend previously enacted
charter school laws:

Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Louisiana, Michigan,
Mississippi, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas,
Utah, Virginia, Wyoming

In their 2001 sessions, the following states introduced legislation to either create a charter school law or
amend previously enacted charter school laws. However, these states failed to pass such legislation:

Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, West Virginia, Wisconsin

Charter School Legislation
Alaska
H.B. 101
Date-Intro: February 2, 2001
Last-Action: July 3, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Increases from 30 to 60 the number of charter schools that are allowed to operate in the state
at any one time; makes clear that charter schools are subject to the high school competency exam;
allows charter schools to receive a one-time start-up grant of up to $500 per student enrolled on October
1 of the year the grant is applied for.

Arkansas
S.B. 322
Date-Intro: January 30, 2001
Last-Action: February 28, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Amends the selection process for admission to a charter school in a school district under court
ordered desegregation.

Arkansas
S.B. 478
Date-Intro: February 12, 2001

100 101



Last-Action: April 5, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Amends the charter school law to change the facility description, funding method, notice
requirements, and for other purposes.

Arkansas
S.B. 688
Date-Intro: February 26, 2001
Last-Action: March 22, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Provides Searcy County and Charter School capital improvement appropriation; relates to the
office of finance and administration.

Arkansas
S.B. 735
Date-Intro: February 26, 2001
Last-Action: March 22, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to Gateway Alternative Charter School in Ponca capital improvement appropriations.

California
A.B. 620
Date-Intro: February 22, 2001
Last-Action: October 1, 2001; Signed by Governor. Chaptered by Secretary of State. Chapter No. 705
Summary: Establishes the High-Tech Schools Grant Program to provide grants to eligible school districts
or charter schools for the purpose of establishing new high-tech high schools. Provides that the grant
program be administered by the Secretary for Education, who would be required to award grants under
the program on a competitive basis.

California
A.B. 1302
Date-Intro: February 23, 2001
Last-Action: October 1, 2001; Signed by Governor. Chaptered by Secretary of State. Chapter No. 394.
Summary: Delays the implementation of the Kindergarten Readiness Pilot Program until the 2002-2003
school year. Allows charter schools to participate in the program. Permits school districts to implement the
program in selected schools or on a district-wide basis. Provides for funding of the program.

California
S.B. 675
Date-Intro: February 23, 2001
Last-Action: September 25, 2001; Chaptered by Secretary of State. Chapter No. 344.

.Summary: Requires a charter school to transmit a copy of its annual, independent, financial audit report
for the preceding fiscal year to its chartering entity and the State Department of Education by December
15 of each year. Provides that the charter school does not need to transmit the audit report if the school is
encompassed in the audit of its chartering entity.

California
S.B. 740
Date-Intro: February 23, 2001
Last-Action: October 14, 2001; Chaptered by Secretary of State. Chapter No. 892.
Summary: Authorizes a charter school that has an approved charter to receive funding for nonclassroom-
based instruction only if approved for funding pursuant to specified provisions by the Board of Education.
Establishes the Charter School Facility Grant Program for the purpose of providing assistance with
facilities rent and lease costs for pupils in charter schools. Requires that eligible schools receive a certain
amount based on average daily attendance to reimburse up to 75% of facility costs.

California
S.B. 955
Date-Intro: February 23, 2001
Last-Action: October 7, 2001; Signed by Governor. Chaptered by Secretary of State. Chapter No. 586.
Summary: Makes instructional minute requirements in charter schools a condition of apportionment of
state funds. Requires a reduction on apportionment caused by an exception to this requirement to be

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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proportional to the exception. Relates to computation of categorical block grants for charter schools.
Prescribes funding transfers of school aid from basic aid districts to nonbasic aid districts for students
attending a charter school in a district different that the district of residence.

California
A.C.R. 64
Date-Intro: April 25, 2001
Last-Action: May 11, 2001; Chaptered by Secretary of State. Resolution Chapter No. 42.
Summary: Proclaims April 30 through May 4, 2001, as California Charter Schools Week.

Colorado
H.B. 1163
Date-Intro: January 16, 2001
Last-Action: June 1, 2001: Signed -by Governor.
Summary: Creates the Information Technology Education Grant Program; provides money to school
districts and charter schools to use in integrating information technology education into secondary
curriculum in public schools; creates a Information Technology Fund to fund such grants.

Colorado
H.B. 1232
Date-Intro: January 30, 2001
Last-Action: April 16, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Concerns plans to use the constitutionally mandated increase in State funding for public
schools to be used for specific and accountable purposes to improve public schools such as class size,
student achievement and charter school funding.

Colorado
H.B. 1272
Date-Intro: January 31, 2001
Last-Action: May 29, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Increases the State funding to schools for the 2001-02 school year; requires school districts to
adopt a plan for use of such moneys; provides such plan to specify which schools receive what new
textbooks, use the money first for new textbooks in certain subjects and pass along similar funding to
charter schools.

Colorado
S.B. 129
Date-Intro: January 26, 2001
Last-Action: April 16, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Allows qualified charter schools to receive state funds for capital construction needs.

Colorado
S.B. 237
Date-Intro: April 26, 2001
Last-Action: May 30, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Concerns the capital construction needs of charter schools; provides that a portion of the
proceeds from approved school district bond measures on or after a certain shall go to charter schools in
amount determined by a proportioned ratio of the charter school's pupil enrollment in the grades that are
served by one or more primarily situated noncharter public schools that will be constructed or maintained
by the bond proceeds.

Delaware
S.B. 168
Date-Intro: May 3, 2001
Last-Action: July 12, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Clarifies ambiguity in the original charter school legislation. Provides a more appropriate
means by which charter approving authorities can manage the charter school programs and more clearly
defines the roles and responsibilities of those parties involved, including disciplinary issues, the effect of

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-34 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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expulsion and the role of the State Board in hearing disciplinary appeals. More clearly defines the criteria
for charter approval.

Hawaii
H.B. 946
Date-Intro: January 25, 2001
Last-Action: June 2, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to New Century Charter Schools; limits number of schools that may be established as
New Century Charter Schools; pertains to members that must be included on the local school board.

Hawaii
S.C.R. 113
Date-Intro: March 15, 2001
Last-Action: April 27, 2001; Resolution Adopted.
Summary: Requests that the Legislative Reference Bureau study the funding regulation of New Century
Charter Schools.

Idaho
H.B. 278
Date-Intro: February 15, 2001
Last-Action: March 22, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Authorizes advance payment of a portion of a charter school's estimated annual apportionment
under specified conditions to help solve such school's cash flow problems.

Idaho
H.B. 294
Date-Intro: February 20, 2001
Last-Action: March 27, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Provides that a new or conversion charter school shall specify an attendance area for
admission preference.

Idaho
H.B. 315
Date-Intro: February 22, 2001
Last-Action: April 4, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Authorizes grants within the scope of the School Safety and Health Revolving Loan Fund;
restricts the qualification for loans; provides eligibility for grants and the method for determining the
qualifying percentage; extends the scope of the Uniform School Building Safety Act to charter schools
and certain schools operated by the state.

Idaho
S.B. 1038
Date-Intro: January 29, 2001
Last-Action: March 26, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Amends existing law to provide that the State Board of Education may review the effectiveness
of charter schools and report to the Legislature.

Idaho
S.B. 1060
Date-Intro: February 2, 2001
Last-Action: March 20, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Amends existing law to require public charter schools to prepare and submit audit reports and
to annually file financial and statistical reports with the State Department of Education.

Idaho
S.B. 1132
Date-Intro: February 12, 2001
Last-Action: March 20, 2001; Signed by Governor.
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Summary: Provides for appeal of a decision not to approve a revision of the charter of a charter school.

Indiana
S.B. 165
Date-Intro: January 8, 2001
Last-Action: May 2, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Creates a charter school law. Allows local school boards, state universities and the mayor of
Indianapolis to sponsor charter schools, and allows the conversion of an existing public school to a
charter school if at least 67% of the teachers and 51% of the parents approve of the conversion. Requires
teachers in a charter school to hold a license to teach in a public school or be participating in the state's
transition-to-teaching program, and provides for collective-bargaining rights for charter school employees.

Louisiana
H.B. 794
Date-Intro: March 21, 2001
Last-Action: June 22, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to requirements for enrolling at-risk pupils in certain charter schools in certain
parishes.

Louisiana
H.B. 796
Date-Intro: March 21, 2001
Last-Action: June 21, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Exempts charter schools established for dependent children of military personnel from certain
school enrollment requirements.

Louisiana
H.B. 1247
Date-Intro: March 26, 2001
Last-Action: June 28, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Requires charter schools that fail to open or that close for any reason to refund all cash on
hand to the state or local school district.

Louisiana
H.B. 1255
Date-Intro: March 26, 2001
Last-Action: June 27, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relative to adjustments in allocations made to Type 2 charter schools, authorizes the State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education to provide for a second pupil membership count.

Louisiana
H.B. 1282
Date-Intro: March 26, 2001
Last-Action: June 27, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Makes various changes to the charter school law relative to the chartering process, approval
time lines, procedures for application and budget submission, funding adjustments and allocations,
litigation costs, age requirements, and exemptions. Authorizes BESE to charge fees to Type 2 charter
schools for auditing and other costs.

Louisiana
H.B. 1401
Date-Intro: March 26, 2001
Last-Action: May 22, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Permits, as provided for in a charter, a nonprofit organization to contract with a for-profit
organization to manage the charter school and allows the delegation of authority over employment
decisions at the charter school to the for-profit entity. Any such delegation must be specifically delegated
in a service provider agreement.

Louisiana
S.C.R. 100
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Date-Intro: May 7, 2001
Last-Action: June 15, 2001: Passed - Signed by the Speaker of House and the President of the Senate.
Summary: Requests the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of
Education to apply for federal grants
to assist charter schools.

Michigan
S.C.R. 30
Date-Intro: October 4, 2001
Last-Action: October 9, 2001; Passed both houses and recorded.
Summary: Creates a commission to review all aspects of public school academies in Michigan.

Mississippi
H.B. 545
Date-Intro: January 8, 2001
Last-Action: April 7, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Reenacts sections which establish the procedure for local public schools to apply for and be
granted charter school status.

Nevada
A.B. 214
Date-Intro: February 22, 2001
Last-Action: May 31, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Requires the Department of Education and each school district to adopt a plan setting forth
procedures concerning the security of certain examinations; prohibits retaliatory action against an official
of a school district or charter school who discloses information regarding irregularities in testing
administration or security; providing that a teacher or administrator who intentionally fails to carry out test
security is subject to disciplinary action.

Nevada
S.B. 2A
Date-Intro: June 14, 2001
Last-Action: June 15, 2001; Signed by Governor
Summary: Makes an appropriation to the Interim Finance Committee for certain contractual services
related to the financial reporting of school districts and charter schools.

Nevada
S.B. 243
Date-Intro: February 26, 2001
Last-Action: May 31, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Revises provisions governing the reemployment of employees of a charter school by a school
district; provides that a certain percentage of the apportionment from the state distributive school account
must be set aside and paid to the school district that sponsors the charter school for certain administrative
costs.

Nevada
S.B. 289
Date-Intro: March 7, 2001
Last-Action: May 31, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to schools; requires the board of trustees of each school district and the governing
body of each charter school and private school to establish a committee to develop a plan to be used in
responding to certain crises involving violence on school property, at school activities or on school buses;
requires each school to establish a committee to review plan; requires the state board of education to
develop a statewide plan for the management of certain crises that involve violence at school.

Nevada
S.B. 399
Date-Intro: March 19, 2001
Last-Action: June 15, 2001; Signed by Governor.
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Summary: Revises provisions governing charter schools; authorizes boards of trustees of school districts
and governing bodies of charter schools to provide programs of distance education for certain pupils;
requires the state board of education to adopt regulations prescribing the requirements of programs of
distance education; revises provisions governing the apportionments of money for pupils who are enrolled
in programs of distance education; makes certain provisions related to collective
bargaining.

New Mexico
H.B. 753
Date-Intro: February 13, 2001
Last-Action: April 6, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to charter school transportation limitations.

New York
A.B. 8898
Date-Intro: May 23, 2001
Last-Action: August 10, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Provides for the conditional appointment of employees of school districts, charter schools or
boards of cooperative educational services conditioned upon the security clearance by the Commissioner
of Education; provides such appointments may not exceed 90 days duration.

North Carolina
S.B. 139
Date-Intro: February 14, 2001
Last-Action: November 16, 2001; Signed by Governor. Session Law Number 462.
Summary: Permits local flexibility with regards to the hiring of teachers who leave public schools to teach
in charter schools.

Oregon
H.B. 3395
Date-Intro: March 6, 2001
Last-Action: July 19, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Prohibits charter school employees from serving on district's school board; directs the State
Board of Education to grant waiver of public charter school laws upon joint application of school and
district school board; prohibits public charter school employees from allowing infliction of corporal
punishment; provides for addition of poverty weighting factor for purposes of public charter school
funding.

Oregon
S.B. 255
Date-Intro: January 9, 2001
Last-Action: June 15, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Changes criteria that State Board of Education may use to reject public charter school
proposal during review process.

Pennsylvania
S.B. 485
Date-Intro: February 15, 2001
Last-Action: June 22, 2001; Signed by Governor. Act No. 35 of 2001.
Summary: Amends Public School Code. Provides for school districts, public schools providing Internet
instruction, national assessment tests, school director relations with districts, management reports,
distressed districts, equipment, duty to employ qualified professionals, continuing development, proof of
residency, tuition costs, agricultural education, charter school funding, community collage dissolution,
retirement plans, vocational schools, basic education and other like issues.

Texas
H.B. 6
Date-Intro: February 14, 2001
Last-Action: June 17, 2001; Filed without signature by the Governor.
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Summary: Relates to open-enrollment charter schools; clarifies the purpose of regional education service
centers; pertains to performance standards and indicators.

Texas
H.C.R. 328
Date-Intro: May 27, 2001
Last-Action: June 14, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Instructs the enrolling clerk of the house to make technical corrections to H.B. 3343 relating to
charter schools.

Texas
H.C.R. 332
Date-Intro: May 27, 2001
Last-Action: June 17, 2001; Filed without signature by the Governor.
Summary: Instructs the enrolling clerk of the house of representatives to make technical corrections to
H.B. No. 6; relates to the funding of charter schools.

Utah
S.B. 169
Date-Intro: January 29, 2001
Last-Action: March 19, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to Charter School amendments; removes the pilot program status of charter schools.

Virginia
H.B. 2439
Date-Intro: January 10, 2001
Last-Action: March 20, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to charter schools; clarifies that, prior to receiving applications for any public charter
school, a local school board must provide public notice of its intent to accept or not to accept applications
for public school charters and may, upon providing such notice, alter its decision to accept or not accept
such applications; strikes the current and obsolete date for boards to indicate their intent to accept or
reject charter school applications.

Virginia
S.B. 1393
Date-Intro: January 19, 2001
Last-Action: March 20, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Clarifies that local school boards indicating their intent to accept or reject charter schools'
applications by certain date may alter such decision at a subsequent date.

Wyoming
S.B. 96
Date-Intro: January 12, 2001
Last-Action: March 5, 2001; Signed by Governor.
Summary: Relates to charter schools; establishes an application process for charter schools as specified;
eliminates petition requirements; establishes s separate application process for converting existing public
schools into charter schools; provides for State Board review of district board action; clarifies charter
school employee employment status for salary, benefit and retirement purposes.

© Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape education policy. It is
ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and employment practices.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in print or electronically, please fax a request to the attention of the
ECS Communications Department, 303.296.8332 or e-mail ecs@ ecs.org.
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Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203 - 3460.303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

School Choice: State Actions
Most Recently Updated in December 2001

Parental choice of schools is one of today's most discussed public education issues. "Choice" as a
descriptor takes on several meanings. Narrow use of the word (e.g., assuming that choice equals only
open enrollment or vouchers) often confuses the debate. In this document, the Education Commission of
the States (ECS) uses "choice" as a broad descriptor covering many different ideas, including:

Charter schools:
Charter schools are semi-autonomous public
schools, founded by educators, parents,
community groups or private organizations that
operate under a written contract with a state,
district or other entity. This contract, or charter,
details how the school will be organized and
managed, what students will be taught and
expected to achieve, and how success will be
measured. Many charter schools enjoy freedom
from rules and regulations affecting other public
schools, as long as they continue to meet terms
of their charters. Charter schools can be closed
for failing to satisfy these terms.

Open enrollment:
"Interdistrict" open enrollment programs allow
choice of public schools across district
boundaries.
"Intradistrict" open enrollment programs allow
choice of public schools within district
boundaries.
"Mandatory" open enrollment programs require
districts within a state to participate in the
program, often given that space is available in
the district.
"Voluntary" open enrollment programs allow
districts to choose whether to participate, often
given that space is available in the district.

Publicly funded vouchers:
A publicly funded voucher is a payment the
government makes to a parent, or an institution
on a parent's behalf, to be used for a child's
education expenses.

11

Tax credits:
A tax credit provides direct reductions to an
individual's tax liability. For example, Jack owes
$1,000 in income taxes. He is eligible, however,
for a given state's $500 tax credit. He subtracts
the $500 tax credit from the $1,000 tax liability,
and now owes $500 in income taxes.

Tax deductions:
A tax deduction is a reduction in taxable income
made prior to the calculation of tax liability. For
instance, Jill has a taxable income of $100,000.
She, however, is eligible for a given state's
$1,500 tax deduction. She subtracts the $1,500
from her income of $100,000, and now has
$98,500 in taxable income.

Dual/concurrent enrollment:
Dual/concurrent enrollment programs allow
secondary school students to enroll in
postsecondary courses and apply course credit
at the secondary school, a postsecondary
institution or both.
"Comprehensive" dual/concurrent enrollment
programs meet two or more of the following
criteria: students pay minimal or no tuition and
fees, both secondary and postsecondary credit
is earned for postsecondary courses and few
course restrictions exist.
"Limited" dual/concurrent enrollment programs
meet one or more of the following criteria:
students pay tuition costs of postsecondary
classes, there are more academic credit
restrictions and there are stringent criteria on
eligible courses.

119



State

Charter
School
Law

1

Number
of Charter
Schools

2

Open Enrollment Law(s)
3

Publicly
Funded
Voucher
Law

4

Tax Credit/
Tax
Deduction
Laws

DuaUConcurrent
Enrollment Law

6

Alabama - - - - -
Alaska X 16 - - X (Limited)
Arizona X 437 X (Interdistrict/Mandatory) - X (Tax

Credits)
X (Limited)

Arkansas X 7 X (Intradistrict and
InterdistrictNoluntary)

- - X (Limited)

California X 350 X (Intradistrict/Mandatory)
X (InterdistrictNoluntary)

- - X (Comprehensive)

Colorado X 88 X (Interdistrict/Mandatory) X (Comprehensive)
X (Limited)Connecticut X 16 X (IntradistrictNoluntary)

X (Intradistrict and
InterdistrictNoluntary)
X (Interdistrict/Mandatory)8

- -

Delaware X 11 X (Intradistrict/Mandatory)
X (Interdistrict/Mandatory)

- X (Comprehensive)

District of
Columbia

X 42 - - - -

Florida X 182 X (InterdistrictNoluntary) )e X (Tax
Credits)1°

X (Comprehensive)

Georgia X 46 - - - X (Comprehensive)
Hawaii X 22 - - - -
Idaho X 11 X (Intradistrict and

InterdistrictNoluntary)
- - X (Comprehensive)

Illinois X 28 - - X (Tax
Credits)11

X (Limited)

Indiana X 0 X (Intradistrict/Mandatory)"
X (InterdistrictNoluntary)

- - X (Limited)

Iowa - - X (Interdistrict/Mandatory) - X (Tax
Credits)13

X (Comprehensive)

Kansas X 28 - - - X (Limited)
Kentucky - - - - X (Limited)
Louisiana X 26 X (InterdistrictA/oluntary) - - X (Limited)
Maine - - X (InterdistrictNoluntary) X" - X (Comprehensive)
Maryland - - - - - X (Limited)
Massachusetts X 43 X (InterdistrictNoluntary)

X (Interdistrict/Voluntary)15
- - X (Comprehensive)

Michigan X 188 X (InterdistrictNoluntary) - X (Comprehensive)
X (Comprehensive)Minnesota X 77 X (Interdistrict/Mandatory) - X (Tax

Credits16
and Tax
Deductions)17

Mississippi X 1 - - - X (Comprehensive)
Missouri X 21 X (InterdistrictNoluntary)

X (InterdistrictNoluntary)18
- X (Limited)

Montana - - - - X (Limited)
Nebraska - - X (Interdistrict/Mandatory) - X (Limited)
Nevada X 9 - - - X (Limited)
New Hampshire X 0 X (Intradistrict and

InterdistrictNoluntary)
- - X (Limited)

New Jersey X 57 X (InterdistrictNoluntary) - X (Comprehensive)
X (Comprehensive)New Mexico X 21 X (Intradistrict and

InterdistrictNoluntary)
- -

New York X 32 X (InterdistrictNoluntary) - - X (Limited)
North Carolina X 96 - - - X (Comprehensive)

X (Limited)North Dakota - - X (InterdistrictNoluntary) - -
Ohio X 69 X (Intradistrict/Mandatory)

X (InterdistrictNoluntary)
>C1 - X (Comprehensive)

Oklahoma X 9 X (Interdistrict/Mandatory) X (Limited)
Oregon X 17 - - - X (Comprehensive)

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600.* fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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State

Charter
School
Laws

Number
of Charter
Schools

2
Open Enrollment Law(s)

3

Publicly
Funded
Voucher
Law

4

Tax Credit/
Tax
Deduction
Laws

DuaUConcurrent
Enrollment Laws

Pennsylvania X 78 - X (Tax
Credits)2°

X (Limited)

Puerto Rico X NAB' X (Intradistrict and
Interdistrict/Mandatory)

X (Tax
22

Credits)

X (Limited)

Rhode Island X 6 - - - X (Limited)
South Carolina X 9 - X (Limited)
South Dakota X (Intradistrict and

Interdistrict/Mandatory)
- - X (Limited)

Tennessee - - X (Intradistrict and
InterdistrictNoluntary)

- - X (Limited)

Texas X 219 X (IntradistrictNoluntaty)
X (InterdistrictNoluntary)

- - X (Limited)

Utah X 9 X (Intradistrict/Mandatory)
X (Interdistrict/Mandatory)

X (Comprehensive)

Vermont - - X" X (Limited)
Virginia X 5 - - -

Washington - - X (Intradistrict/Mandatory)
X (Interdistrict/Mandatory)

X (Comprehensive)

West Virginia - - X (IntradistrictNoluntary)
X (InterdistrictNoluntary)

- - X (Comprehensive)

Wisconsin X 95 X (Interdistrict/Mandatory)
X (Intradistrict and
InterdistrictNoluntary)24

X" - X (Comprehensive)

Wyoming X 0 X (Interdistrict/Voluntary) - - X (Limited)

NOTES
1. States with charter school laws as of December 2001.

2. Number of charter schools open as of fall 2001. The total number is 2,343. [Source: Center for
Education Reform]

3. Most states have enacted laws that accommodate the attendance needs of students. In this
StateNote, however, we have only included those states with laws as of December 2001 that
encourage and support enrollment in public schools of choice.

4. States with publicly funded voucher laws as of December 2001.

5. States that provide for income tax credits and/or income tax deductions for various education-related
expenses as of December 2001.

6. States that allow secondary school students to enroll in postsecondary courses and apply course
credit at the secondary school, a postsecondary institution or both as of December 2001.

7. Arizona law allows residents to claim an income tax credit of $500 for their donations to charitable
organizations providing scholarships to children to attend private or religious school. The law also
allows residents to claim an income tax credit for up to $200 of activity fees at Arizona public schools.
Arizona's tax credit law was challenged in court. In January 1999, the Arizona Supreme Court ruled
that the law does not violate state and federal constitutional prohibitions against government aid to
religion. This decision was appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. In October 1999, the U.S. Supreme
Court declined to review the case, thus allowing the Arizona Supreme Court's ruling that the program
is constitutional to stand.

8. In the 1998-1999 school year, Connecticut began phasing in an open enrollment program. By the
2001-2002 school year, the program shall be in operation in every priority school district in the state,
as well as in those school districts in the area of a priority school district as determined by the
regional educational service center.

9. Florida lawmakers passed the first statewide voucher program in the nation during their 1999 session.
Under the enacted legislation, each public school receives a grade, from A to F. Top-performing and

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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improving schools receive additional state funding. If a school receives an F in two out of four years,
the students at such a school may receive an opportunity scholarship worth at least $4,000, and use
the scholarship to attend a higher-scoring public school, a private school or a parochial school.
Private and parochial schools that accept these students are prohibited from collecting additional
tuition, and are barred from requiring these students to participate in religious instruction, prayer or
worship. As of the 1999-2000 school year, two schools have received an F in two out of four years,
and 119 students are using opportunity scholarships to attend a higher-scoring public school, a
private school or a parochial school. Florida's voucher program is being challenged in court.

10. In 2001, Florida policymakers enacted legislation granting a tax credit for corporations that donate
money to scholarship funding organizations. The bill requires scholarship funding organizations to
use 100% of such contributions for scholarships for children who qualify for the federal free or
reduced lunch program. Scholarships may be used to cover tuition or textbook expenses for, or
transportation to, an eligible nonpublic school or transportation expenses to a public school that is
located outside the district in which the student resides. The amount cannot exceed $3,500 for a
scholarship awarded to a student enrolling in an eligible nonpublic school and $500 for a scholarship
awarded to a student enrolling in a public school that is located outside the district in which the
student resides. Corporations may not contribute more than $5,000,000 to any single scholarship
funding organization, and the amount of the tax credit may not exceed 75% of a corporation's tax due
for the taxable year. The total amount of tax credits cannot exceed $50,000,000 per fiscal year, and
at least 5% of the total statewide amount authorized for the tax credit is reserved for corporationswho
meet the definition of a small business.

11. In 1999, Illinois lawmakers enacted legislation granting tax credits to parents of children in public,
private or parochial schools. Under the law, parents may reduce their state income tax bill by 25% of
whatever they spend for their children's tuition, books and lab fees. In order to be eligible for the tax
credit, parents must spend at least $250, and the tax credit may not exceed $500 per family. Illinois'
tax credit program is being challenged in court.

12. Indiana law requires the Indianapolis school district to offer a parental choice program that allows
parents the opportunity to choose the school within the school district that the parents' child will
attend.

13. Iowa law allows parents to claim a tax credit of up to 25% of the first $1,000 for each dependent's
acceptable education expenses, which now include public school extracurricular activities.

14. If no public school exists to serve secondary school students, Maine allows districts to send students
to private schools and pay their tuition.

15. Massachusetts policymakers have enacted an interdistrict, voluntary open enrollment law to eliminate
racial imbalance and an interdistrict, voluntary open enrollment law to encompass students who are
not participating in the open enrollment program to eliminate racial imbalance.

16. Minnesota law permits a refundable tax credit of up to $1,000 per student or $2,000 per family for
families with incomes under $33,500. The maximum credit per child is reduced by $1.00 for each
$4.00 of household income over $33,500, and the maximum credit per family is reduced by $2.00 for
each $4.00 of household income over $33,500, but in no case is the credit less than zero. No credit is
allowed for education-related expenses for claimants with income greater than $37, 500.. Eligible
education expenses include textbooks, transportation, computer hardware and educationsoftware
costs up to $200, summer camps and summer school. It does not cover the cost of tuition.

17. Minnesota law permits families to take a tax deduction for school expenses, even if their children
attend a private or parochial school. The tax deduction ranges from $1,625 per child in kindergarten
through 6th grades to $2,500 per child in 7th through 12th grades. Deductible expenses include
tuition, textbooks, transportation, academic summer camps, summer school and personal computer
and education software costs up to $200.

18. Missouri policymakers have enacted an interdistrict, voluntary statewide open enrollment law,
although it does not apply to any district in a county of the first classification havinga charter form of
government or to any district within the city of St. Louis. They have also enacted an interdistrict,
voluntary open enrollment law for the St. Louis metropolitan area.

19. In 1995, Ohio policymakers created a pilot scholarship/voucher program in Cleveland. As of the 2000-
2001 school year, 3,678 students in grades K-7 were participating in the program, although up to

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600. fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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4,000 are allowed to participate. Ohio's program was challenged in court. In May 1999, the Ohio
Supreme Court ruled that the Cleveland program was unconstitutional, but only on a technical issue.
According to the court, the program was improperly enacted by the legislature, when it approved the
original voucher legislation as part of a 1,000-page general appropriations bill in 1995. According to
the court, this action violated a provision in the state constitution that requires each bill to address
only one subject. The court, however, also stated that the program did not breach the separation of
church and state in either Ohio or federal law. As a result, Ohio policymakers passed legislation in
June 1999 that reinstated the voucher program, and expands it to grade 6 in September 1999 and to
grade 7 in September 2000. In this instance, the program was enacted as part of the state's
education budget, as opposed to the state's general appropriations bill. Ohio's reinstated voucher
program is being challenged in court.

20. In 2001, Pennsylvania lawmakers enacted legislation creating an educational improvement tax credit
for corporations that donate money to educational improvement organizations or scholarship
organizations. Educational improvement organizations must contribute at least 80% of their annual
receipts as grants to public schools for innovative educational programs. Scholarship organizations
must contribute at least 80% of their annual receipts to scholarship programs that will distribute these
donations in the form of scholarships to public and nonpublic school children to attend the school of
their choice. Corporations will receive a tax credit in the amount of 75% of their donations. If they
provide a two-year commitment with equal or greater funding during the second year, however, they
will receive a tax credit in the amount of 90% of their donations. The amount of the tax credit cannot
exceed $100,000 annually per corporation, and the total amount of tax credits cannot exceed
$30,000,000 in a fiscal year, with no less than $20,000,000 used for tax credits for donations to
scholarship organizations and no less than $10,000,000 used for tax credits for donations to
educational improvement organizations.

21. The number of charter schools in Puerto Rico was not available.

22. In 1995, Puerto Rico policymakers established the "Educational Foundation for the Free Selection of
Schools, Inc," a nonprofit corporation that provides financial aid for elementary and high school
students in public or private schools. The program includes the following provisions: the annual
income of a student's family cannot exceed $18,000; the amount of education financial aid shall not
exceed $1,500 per student; the funds necessary to provide the aid come from donations by
individuals or private institutions; individual and institutional donors are eligible for a tax credit for their
donations to the Educational Foundation; the amount of the credit cannot exceed $250 for individual
taxpayers or $500 for corporations and partnerships; the amount of donations in excess of the credit
can be used as a tax deduction; and participating schools must be licensed by the General Council of
Education and have an admission policy free of discrimination.

23. Vermont students who reside in towns without public schools may attend public or approved
independent private secondary schools selected by their parents and located either within or outside
of Vermont. Their hometown school board must pay the full tuition charged by a public school, but
private schools receive only an amount equal to the average tuition charged by the state's high school
districts. If a selected private school charges more than this amount for tuition, the school district may
pay the greater amount, but it is not required to do so. If the school district chooses to pay the lesser
of the two amounts, parents must cover the difference.

24. Wisconsin lawmakers have enacted an interdistrict, mandatory statewide open enrollment law and an
intradistrict and interdistrict, voluntary open enrollment law, know as the Chapter 220 program, which
allows for pupil transfers resulting from a plan implemented by a district to reduce racial imbalance in
a district or attendance area.

25. Wisconsin policymakers approved the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program in 1990, and last
amended it in 1995. As of the 2000-2001 school year, 9,600 students were participating in the
program, although up to 15,000 are allowed to participate. The amount of the voucher is the lesser of
two numbers: either a nonpublic school's operating costs (or tuition) or the state's per-pupil schools
aid to Milwaukee Public Schools. Wisconsin's program was challenged in court. In June 1998, the
Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that the program is constitutional. This decision was appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court. In November 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to review the case, thus
allowing the Wisconsin Supreme Court's ruling that the program is constitutional to stand.

This State Note was compiled by Todd Ziebarth, Policy Analyst, ECS National Center on Governing
America's Schools, with financial support from the Joyce Foundation.
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ra
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 p
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Education Ccrrunissicr:

cf the States

ECS State Notes
Finance Adequacy/Core Cost

700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

A Survey of Finance Adequacy Studies
September 2001

This report, prepared by Mike Griffith, ECS policy analyst, provides a summary of adequacy studies that
have been undertaken for a government entity, or for a private group, and then made public. It does not
include adequacy studies that were not made available to the general public for one reason or another.

Illinois

Year:

Study Undertaken by:

Study Undertaken for:

2001

Augenblick & Myers

The Illinois Education Funding Advisory Board, which was charged with
producing a school finance report to the state legislature, including
recommended changes to the state's school finance system.

Method Used: Successful Schools Model District Level

Base Cost Figure:

Total Education
Spending:

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

2001
$4,425
$4,600

The recommended base cost figure does not include "at-risk" funding which
was determined to be between $1,697 to $2,329 per identified student,
depending on the percentage of at-risk students in a district.

2000-01
Recommended by Study: (incomplete information)

Education A successful school was defined as one that will have 83% of its students
Expectations: meet standards for the Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) by 2004

(which was five years beyond 1999, the first year the test was given). The
ISAT test is given in reading, writing and math to 3rd, 5th and 8th graders in
the state.

What Drove the Study: The legislature wanted to re-evaluate school funding in the state in light of the
emergence of testing and standards for Illinois schools and students.

Notes: This study was presented to the advisory board in August 2001, and
information from it will be incorporated in the board's report to the legislature.
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Louisiana

Year:

Study Undertaken by:

Study Undertaken for:

Method Used:

Base Cost Figure:

Total Education
Spending:

Education
Expectations:

What Drove the Study:

Notes:

Mississippi

Year:

Study Undertaken by:

Study Undertaken for:

Method Used:

Base Cost Figure:

2001

Augenblick & Myers

State Board of Education

Successful Schools Model School Level

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

Elementary
$3,103

Middle School
$3,103

$4,174 $4,234

These base cost numbers are for the 2000-01 school year. The recommended
base cost figure includes at-risk funding, but not special education funding,
capital outlay and vocational education. The base prior to the study does not
include funding for at-risk programs.

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

2000-01
$2.57 billion

(Incomplete information)

Schools scoring a grade of over 100 on the State Performance Score and any
school that improves its grade by at least 75% over a two-year period would be
seen as a successful school.

The state wanted to re-evaluate the foundation formula. One of the reasons for
this re-evaluation was the establishment of a new education standards system
in the state.

This study looked at elementary and middle school programs but did not
include information about high school spending. The report was presented to
the state in June 2001 and it has not yet had an impact on the state's
education funding formula.

1993

Augenblick, Van de Water & Myers

The Task Force on Restructuring the Minimum Education Program, which
operated out of the State Department of Education.

Successful Schools Model District Level

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

1991-92
$2,005
$2,614

Under the proposed system, local school districts would be expected to pay a
share of the base cost program. The state's share of the base cost would
range from $1,683 to $2,500, depending on a local school district's property
tax wealth.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.2993600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 2
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Spending on
Education: Prior to Study:

Recommended by Study

1991-92
$800 million

$889.2 million

These figures are the total cost to the state for the base cost program. This
base cost figure does not include teacher retirement, for which the state makes
separate payments.

Educational The study identified schools by using socioeconomic information including:
Expectations: percent of students receiving free/reduced price lunch, the local operating tax

levy, the assessed valuation per pupil and school size. Once districts were
identified to be within a "normal" range for each of those categories, the study
looked at their institutional cost. The information that was reviewed to
determine instructional cost included: accreditation level, number of Carnegie
units offered at the high school level and the average teacher experience in the
district.

What Drove the Study: The state wanted to review its rationale for education spending.

Notes: The state incorporated the information from this study into its school finance
system, which is still in place in Mississippi.

Ohio

Year: 1997

Study Undertaken by: Augenblick & Myers

Study Undertaken for: The School Funding Task Force, under contract with the Ohio Department of
Education

Method Used Successful Schools Model District Level

Base Cost Figure: 1995-96
Prior to Study: (Incomplete information)
Recommended by Study: $3,930

Spending on
Education:

Education
Expectations:

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

1995-96
(See note below)
(See note below)

In FY 1996-97, the year that this study was undertaken, the state funding for
the "basic aid" program was $1.28 billion, with the base cost figure being
$3,500. In the FY 2001-02 budget, which incorporated most of the changes
recommended by this study, the funding for the "basic aid" program was $2.93
billion, with the base cost figure being $4,814. The state of Ohio was able to
pay for this increase in school funding by reprioritizing the items in its state
budget.

Six criteria were used to select successful school districts:

1. A passing rate of 75% on the Leh-grade proficiency tests in reading,
mathematics, writing and citizenship

01 A rosie. 7C0/ +kr. nth-ego...N.4os

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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mathematics, writing and citizenship administered in the 9th grade

3. A passing rate of 85% on the 9th-grade proficiency test in reading,
mathematics, writing and citizenship administered in the 10th grade

4. A passing rate of 60% on the 12th-grade proficiency tests in reading,
mathematics, writing and citizenship

5. A dropout rate of 3% or less

6. An attendance rate of at least 93%.

What Drove the Study: Court case: DeRolph v. State, 1997

Notes:

Oregon

Year:

Study Undertaken by:

Study Undertaken for:

Method Used:

Base Cost Figure:

Spending on
Education:

Education
Expectations:

What Drove the Study:

Notes:

The state is awaiting a Supreme Court ruling on the legislature's latest
revisions to the state's school funding system. The funding system that the
court is ruling on is based on the findings of this study.

1997 (revised in 2000)

Internally by a state-appointed commission

The Legislative Council on the Oregon Quality Education Model. The members
of the council were 23 educators, lawmakers, business leaders and parents.

Professional Judgment Model

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

2001-02
$5,216
$5,762

2002-03
$5,444
$5,880

2001-03
$5.089 billion
$6.061 billion

Because of the high cost of implementing the full program, the commission
recommended phasing in an increase in education spending over time. It
suggested a $250 million increase in the first two-year budget, with further
increases in the future.

The model assumes that all schools will be able to reach the performance goal
of 90% of the students being at benchmark standards for the 3rd grade and
each grade there after. In addition, the remaining 10% of students should be
making progress toward the standards.

The state legislature wanted answers to the following questions: How much
money do schools need, where is the money currently going, what are the
performance results from education spending, are targets being met and is the
state properly fulfilling its obligation to provide a quality education for every
student in Oregon.

The state has not yet incorporated the findings from this study into the state
education funding formula.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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South Carolina

Year: 2000

Study Undertaken by: Augenblick & Myers

Study Undertaken for: South Carolina School Boards Association

Method Used: Professional Judgment Model

Cost of the New
Program: Implementation would cost an additional $2.9 billion in 1998-99 dollars.

Spending on
Education:

Base Cost Figure:

Prior to Study:
Recommended by Study:

2005-06
(See note below)

$6.0 billion

The total state spending on education prior to the study in 1998-99 was $3.1
billion. The state would have to increase its spending on education by $2.9
billion over a six-year period to cover the cost of this new program.

2005-06
Prior to Study: (See note below)
Recommended by Study: $6,189
The base cost amount prior to the study for FY 1998-99 was $4,990.
The recommended cost does not include at-risk and special education funding.
When at-risk and special education funding are included, the recommended
per-student funding for FY 2005-06 increases to $9,182.

Education The state uses the Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT) to measure
Expectations: students' abilities in English and math. The performance expectations were that

85% of elementary students score at the level of "basic" or above by 2005-06,
and that 75% of all elementary students score at the level of "proficient" or
above by 2010-11. For middle school students, it was expected that 75% score
at "basic" or above by 2005-06, and that 65% score at "proficient" or above by
2010-11. High school students are expected to make progress in meeting all
the high school education criteria (graduation exam, attendance rate, dropout
rate and participation in Advanced Placement courses) by 2005-06, and that by
2010-11, 100% of high school students should pass the 10th grade graduation
exam by the end of the 12th grade.

What Drove the Study: This study was driven by the passage of the Education Accountability Act of
1998 (EAA). The School Boards Association wanted a study of the cost school
districts might face in complying with the requirements of the EAA.

What Drove the Study: This study was driven by the passage of the Education Accountability Act of
1998 (EAA). The School Boards Association wanted a study of the cost school
districts might face in complying with the requirements of the EAA.

Notes: The information from this study was used by the board to help influence state
policies on the implementation of state standards and in policymakers' debates
on school finance.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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Wyoming
Year:

Study Undertaken by:
Study Undertaken for:

Method Used:

Base Cost Figure:

Spending on
Education:

Education
Expectations:

What Drove the Study:

Notes:

1997

Management Analysis & Planning Associates
Joint Appropriations Committee of the Wyoming Legislature

Cost Based Block Grant Model (Professional Judgment Model)

1995-96
Grades: K-5 6-8 9-12
Prior To Study: $5,964 $5,964 $5,964
Recommended by
Study: $6,165 $6,403 $6,781

The estimated additional cost for 1997 would have been $76.4 million, with
$60.8 million of that coming from the state.

Once this program is implemented it will provide "Assured Opportunity (to all
students) to Acquire Postsecondary Prerequisites."

Court decision: Campbell County v. State, 1995

On February 23, 2001, the Wyoming Supreme Court accepted the state's
school funding system, which was based on the findings of this study, as
constitutional.

© Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape education policy. It is
ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and employment practices.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in print or electronically, please fax a request to the attention of the
ECS Communications Department, 303.296.8332 or e-mail ecs@ecs.org.
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Finance Taxes

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Survey of Selected States With Property Tax Policies
That Provide Tax Relief to Homeowners'

Several states in recent years have enacted policies that provide tax relief to property owners based on
specific criteria. Tax exemptions may be available to seniors, veterans or disabled persons. Other
exceptions may be homestead exemptions or assessment caps. This StateNote presents data on nine
randomly selected states.

Colorado
Varied Property Assessments: Property is assessed based on its categorization; the assessments for
1998 were as follows:

Residential property: 9.74% of market value

Commercial and industrial property: 29% of market value

Other non-residential property: 29% of market value

California
Homestead Exemption: All privately owned homes are eligible for a $7,000 homestead exemption from
property taxes.

Senior Exemption: Elderly taxpayers with incomes of $33,993 or less are eligible for an additional
exemption of the assessed value of their property of up to $20,395 (in FY 2000-01).

Veterans Exemption: The homestead of a disabled veteran, or surviving spouse, is exempted from
taxation on a residence that does not exceed $100,000. A disabled veteran is defined as being ".... blind
in both eyes, has lost the use of two or more limbs, or if the veteran is totally disabled as a result of injury
or disease incurred in military service."

Assessment Cap: Property tax assessments are capped at 2% per year. These assessments are "un-
capped" after the property is sold at which point it is then taxed at its fair market value.

Louisiana
Homestead Exemption: Personal residences valued at $75,000 or less are exempt from school district
levied property taxes.

Information for this report comes from "Public School Finance Programs of the United States and
Canada: 1998-99," National Center for Educational Statistics, 2001, and from state sources.
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Michigan
Homestead Exemption: There is a 24 mill statewide property tax levy used for K-12 education funding;
homesteads are exempt from 18 mills of this tax levy. Each individual or married couple may claim only
one residence in the state as their homestead, thus they may only claim one homestead exemption.

Assessment Cap: Property assessments are capped at 5% or the rate of inflation, whichever is less.
These assessments are "un-capped" after the property is sold, then taxed at its fair market value.

Minnesota
Varied Property Tax Rates: Minnesota has several different property tax rates depending on the class
and value of the property. Following is a sample of the property tax rates in 1998:

Residential homestead, first $75,000 of market value: 1.00%

Residential homestead, market value exceeding $75,000: 1.85%

Agricultural homestead land & building, first $115,000: 0.40%

Agricultural homestead land & building over $115,000, first 320 acres: 0.90%

Agricultural homestead land & building over $115,000, over 320 acres: 1.40%

Commercial-industrial, first $150,000 of market value: 2.70%

Commercial-industrial, over $150,000 of market value: 4.00%

Nevada
Senior Exemption: Homeowners who are 62 years of age or older with household incomes of less than
$19,100 per year are eligible for an allowance against their property taxes of between 10% and 90%
depending on their income.

New York
Homestead Exemption: Homeowners throughout the state are eligible for an exemption on their primary
residence of $30,000 starting in 2001-02.

Senior Exemption: Homeowners who are 65 or over with household incomes of $60,000 or less are
eligible for a homestead exemption of $50,000 starting in 2001-02. This exemption is not added onto the
standard homestead exemption, but replaces it.

Income Tax Credit for Property Taxes: This income tax credit is available to individuals whose property
is valued at less than $85,000 and whose income is less than $18,000. The credit ranges between $85
and $375 depending on income and home value of the taxpayer.

In addition to these statewide exemptions, local school districts have the option to provide two local
exemptions for homeowners:

Senior Exemption: This exemption reduces the assessed value of residential property owned by
individuals who are 65 and older by up to 50%. The law allows each taxing jurisdiction to set the
maximum income limit at any figure between $3,000 and $19,500. Localities have the further option of
giving exemptions of less than 50% to seniors with incomes of more than $19,500.

Exemption for Disabled Persons: The law allows each taxing jurisdiction to exempt 50% of the
assessed value of property for disabled individuals. The jurisdiction must set an income limit for this full
tax credit of between $3,000 and $18,500. Localities also have the option of granting exemptions of less
than 50% to persons with qualifying disabilities whose incomes are more than $18,500.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600. fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
Page 2
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Texas
Assessment Cap: Appraisal increases are limited to 10% for most homesteads.

Homestead Exemption: The first $15,000 of appraised value for a homestead is exempt for all
homeowners.

Senior/Handicapped Exemption: An additional exemption of $10,000 of the appraised value of a
homestead is available to a person who is 65 or older or is a disabled adult.

Vermont
Circuit Breaker: For homeowners with a household income of under $75,000, education taxes are
capped at no more than 2% of income to support K-12 education. Each town may vote to exceed this
cap; currently 95% of the communities have approved un-capping this amount.

Prepared by Michael Griffith, ECS Policy Analyst

© Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape education policy. It is
ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and employment practices.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in print or electronically, please fax a request to the attention of the
ECS Communications Department, 303.296.8332 or e-mail ecs @ecs.org.
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Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203 - 3460.303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Models of State Education Governance
First Completed in March 2000

Last Updated in March 2002

Model One
Within this model, the governor appoints the state board of education. Also, the state board of education
appoints the chief state school officer. There are 10 Model One states: AR, CT, FL (as of January 7,
2003), IL, KY, MD, MO, NH, VT and WV.

Model Two
Within this model, the state board of education is elected, and appoints the chief state school officer.
There are 8 Model Two states: AL, CO, HI, KS, MI, NE, NV and UT.

Model Three
Within this model, the governor appoints the state board of education. Also, the chief state school officer
is elected. There are 10 Model Three states: AZ, CA, GA, ID, IN, MT, ND, OK, OR and WY. In three of
these states, AZ, IN, and OK, the chief state school officer is also a voting member of the state board of
education.

Model Four
Within this model, the governor appoints the state board of education and the chief state school officer.
There are 8 Model Four states: AK, DE, IA, ME, NJ, SD, TN and VA.

In addition, 14 states do not conform to any of the four models. They are:

LA: Eight state board members are elected, and the governor appoints three members. The state
board appoints the chief state school officer.

MA: Seven state board members are appointed by the governor, one member is appointed by the
student advisory council and one member is appointed by the higher education coordinating council.
The state board appoints the chief state school officer.

MN: There is no state board, and the governor appoints the chief state school officer.

MS: The governor appoints five state board members, while the lieutenant governor and speaker of
the house each appoint two members. The state board appoints the chief state school officer.

NC: Two state board members are elected, and the governor appoints 11 members. The chief state
school officer is elected.

NM: Ten state board members are elected, and the governor appoints five members. The state board
appoints the chief state school officer.

NY: The state legislature appoints the state board, and the state board appoints the chief state school
officer.
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NY: The state legislature appoints the state board, and the state board appoints the chief state school
officer.

OH: Eleven state board members are elected, and the governor appointed eight members, with the
advice and consent of the senate. The state board appoints the chief state school officer.

PA: Four state board members are elected, and the governor appoints 17 members. The governor
appoints the chief state school officer.

RI: Two state board members are elected, and the governor appoints nine members. The state board
appoints the chief state school officer.

SC: The state legislature appoints 16 state board of education members, and the governor appoints
one state board member. The chief state school officer is elected.

TX: The state board is elected, and the governor appoints the chief state school officer.

WA: Nine state board members are elected by their local school boards, one member is elected by
the governing boards of state-approved K-12 private schools and votes only on matters pertaining to
private schools and one member, the chief state school officer, is elected by the general public.

WI: There is no state board of education, and the chief state school officer is elected.

This ECS State Note was completed by Kirstin Craciun, research associate, and Todd Ziebarth,
policy analyst, ECS National Center on Governing America's Schools, with support from the
Joyce Foundation.

© Copyright 2002 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helpsstate leaders shape
education policy. It is ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and
employment practices.

This Web-based document may be found on www.ecs.org.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in printor electronically, please fax a request to the
attention of the ECS Communications Department, 303.296.8332 or e-mail ecs©ecs.org.
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ECS State Notes
State Leadership Academies

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203 - 3460.303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Statewide Leadership Academies: A 50-State Scan
May 2001

From this search, 25 states have been identified as having some sort of statewide leadership academy,
consortium or institute. If states do not refer to their leadership academy on the state department of
education Web page, then they may not be listed in this document.

Some highlights:

Most academies (in 22 states) are for both principals and superintendents. Four programs are for
principals only.

Some programs also are open to teachers and other staff members wishing to take a leadership role
in their school or district.

Most, but not all of these programs, are funded through or sponsored at least partially by the state
department of education.

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have funded at least 18 states to develop or continue current
leadership academies around the use of technology.

This information is based on a search of: Lexis-Nexis, state department of education Web sites and the
Gates Foundation leadership academy grant recipients. This information has not been verified by any
staff member at the state offices.

STATE Is there a statewide
leadership
academy?

What does the academy focus on?

Alabama No
Alaska Yes The Alaska Staff Development Network provides training

and professional development to school staff working
collaboratively with education organizations throughout
Alaska, including the Alaska Department of Education.
They offer several academy experiences, including ones
relating to instructional leadership issues.

Arizona Yes The Arizona K-12 Center will provide professional
development for principals and superintendents through
the Leadership Institutes for Technology. Arizona has
received a grant from the Gates Foundation to support this
work.

Arkansas Yes Arkansas has two statewide programs called the Arkansas
Leadership Academy and the Arkansas Administrators
Institute. Arkansas also received a grant from the Gates
Foundation ($1.6M) to integrate technology into
instructional leadership practices and provide leaders with
activities to develop this capacity within their leadership
academy.

191
187



California Yes The California School Leadership Academy (CSLA) is a
statewide program that helps practicing administrators and
teachers in leadership positions strengthen their
instructional leadership skills. CSLA is funded by the
California legislature through the California Department of
Education.

Colorado Yes Sponsored by a grant from the Gates Foundation ($1.6M)
the Technology Leadership Academies focuses on
understanding technology's role in improving student
learning. These academies are for principals, teachers and
administrators.

Connecticut No
Delaware No
Florida Yes Florida Leaders.net is a statewide educational leadership

initiative of the Florida Department of Education designed
to provide school leaders with support in incorporating
schoolwide technology planning into the school
improvement process. Florida has received $5.5 million
from the Gates Foundation.

Georgia Yes The Georgia Leadership Academy provides relevant
leadership development programs that enable Georgia
school instructional/administrative personnel and teachers
to develop, update and expand knowledge and skills
required for creating optimal teaching and learning
communities. It is funded through the Georgia Department
of Education.

Hawaii No
Idaho Yes The Idaho Administrators Technology Academy, funded by

the Gates Foundation at $750,000 is aimed to help school
administrators become instructional leaders for their
teachers in the area of technology.

Illinois Yes The School Administrators Development Institute at Illinois
State University is for superintendents and principals to
develop leadership in schools for productive use of
institutional and administrative technologies. Partially
funded by the Gates Foundation at $2.25 million.

Iowa No
Indiana Yes For public and private school principal and

superintendents. Indiana also receive a Gates grant
($1.8M) to add technological competency to its programs.

Kansas Yes The Principal Leadership Institute is an approximately 10-
day training for principals to improve leadership skills,
sharpen the focus on instruction and learning, examine
strategic change options, and learn about the collection
and analysis of data for decisionmaking. The institute is
jointly sponsored by the Kansas Department of Education
and United School Administrators.

Kentucky Yes The Kentucky Leadership Academy builds the leadership
capacity of instructional leaders to improve student
performance through focused research-based strategies
and key components for school improvement as modeled
by the Highly Skilled Educators (HSE's). Sponsored by the
Kentucky Department of Education and Kentucky
Association of School Administrators.

Louisiana Yes The Louisiana LEADTech initiative is funded through the
Gates Foundation at $1.2 million. It will prepare school
principals and district superintendents with an in-depth
understanding of the role of instructional technology as it
relates to school improvement.

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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Maine Yes The "Leading to Change" academy funded by the Gates
Foundation at $1.3 million provides administrators with
program experiences to understanding the use of
technology as a tool to help all students achieve high
standards.

Maryland No
Massachusetts Yes The Gates Foundation has funded the Technology

Leadership Consortium at $3.3 million. The Consortium
provides district leaders with professional development
activities to help them establish the "essential conditions"
for the effective use of technology in their schools and
districts.

Michigan No
Minnesota No
Mississippi Yes The Technology Academy for School Leaders is funded by

the Gates Foundation at $1.1 million. The Academy is
meant to facilitate the integration of technology in the total
district/school environment and enhance principal's and
superintendent's technology leadership skills in support of
teaching, learning and data-driven decisionmaking.

Missouri Yes The Missouri Leadership Academy is a part of the Missouri
Department of Education and seeks to develop leaders
beyond the principal and superintendent to include
teachers, parents, students and community stakeholders
in the attributes of leadership that support school
improvement.

Montana No
Nebraska No
Nevada No
New Hampshire No
New Jersey Yes The New Jersey Education Leadership Institutes for

Technology in Education (ELITE) is for superintendents
and principals and focuses leadership development on
whole-systems change and technological integration.
Funded by the Gates Foundation at $5.1 million.

New Mexico No
New York No
North Carolina Yes The Principal's Executive Program (PEP) in North Carolina

is an organization of the University of North Carolina. It
conducts professional development programs for
principals, assistant principals and other leadership
personnel on North Carolina's public schools. It was
established in 1984 by the North Carolina General
Assembly. PEP also has recently received a grant from the
Gates Foundation at $2.95 million to develop principals as
technology leaders through the PEP program.

North Dakota No
Ohio Yes The Ohio Principal's Leadership Academy (OPLA) is a

two-year program grounded in the day-to-day experiences
of practicing principals. OPLA is a partnership between
Ohio's education, business, community and public leaders
that aims to benefit students, schools and communities
through the behaviors of principals and staff teams.

Oklahoma No The Oklahoma State Department of Education does
sponsor an annual two-day leadership conference.

Oregon No
Pennsylvania Yes The Principals Leadership Academy offers 20 hours of

professional development at four sites across the state
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during four days in the summer and fall, and is jointly
sponsored by the Pennsylvania Association of Elementary
and Secondary School Principals, the Pennsylvania
Educational Leadership Foundation and the Pennsylvania
Department of Education.

Rhode Island Yes The Leadership Initiative for Principals and
Superintendents has received a Gates Foundation grant of
$780,000 to develop school and district leaders for their
emerging role in technology. This grant application was
submitted by the Rhode Island Foundation.

South Carolina No
South Dakota Yes The Technology Leadership Program for School

Administrators is a program funded by the Gates
Foundation at $675,000 to support activities that prepare
school leaders, superintendents and principals for their
emerging role in technology. The focus is on whole-
systems technology integration.

Tennessee No
Texas Yes Technology Leadership Academy for Superintendents and

Principals is a collaborative effort headed by the University
of North Texas, with partners including the Texas
Education Agency and the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board. The academy recently obtained more
funding by the Gates Foundation of $6.3 million.

Utah No
Vermont No
Virginia No
Washington Yes Smart Tools Academy funded by the Gates Foundation at

$2.0 million to ensure that all Washington principals and
superintendents share a vision and an understanding of
the ways that technology can support and improve student
learning.

West Virginia Yes Learning Educational Administration from a Distance
(LEAD) Academy is funded by the Gates Foundation at
$1.2 million to prepare superintendents and principals for
their emerging role in technology.

Wisconsin No
Wyoming No
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Eligibility Requirements for Students
Compiled by Jessica McMaken, researcher

Last Update March, 2002

State Program Eligible Children
Alabama School Readiness

(Preschool pilot sites)

Alaska Alaska Head Start Program

American No information currently
Samoa available

Arizona Early Childhood State Families must be at or below 185% of the poverty level.
Block Grant (2)

Arkansas Arkansas Better Chance The program targets children who are identified as at risk
due to poverty, low birth weight, disability, parents with
substance abuse problems or other factors. (2)

California State Preschool Program 3- and 4-year-olds living in families at or below 60-65% of
the state median income. (2)

Colorado Colorado Preschool 4- or 5-year-olds who will be eligible for kindergarten the
Program (CPP) following year. Priority for children with risk factors

associated with school problems, e.g., child
abuse/neglect, non-English speaker, low parent
education levels. (1)

Connecticut School Readiness and Targeted to 3- and 4-year-olds residing in one of the 14
Child Care Initiative priority school districts or in the attendance area of a

severe-need school and not currently in a pre-
kindergarten program. Within eligible districts, all 3- and
4-year-olds are eligible to attend the program (1) (2) (3)

Delaware Early Childhood Assistance Children who are 4-years-old by August 31 prior to
Program (ECAP) entering program and who meet Head Start income

eligibility standards. (1)

District of
Columbia

No information currently
available

Florida State Migrant Pre- 3- and 4-year-olds whose families are migrant workers.
Kindergarten Program (1)
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State Program Eligible Children
Florida Pre-Kindergarten Early 3- and 4-year-olds are eligible for the program. Priority is

Intervention given to children from economically disadvantaged
Program Repealed 2001 migrant families, working poor families, and families in

the state's welfare-to-work programs. At least 75% of
children served must be eligible for the free-lunch
program and be in families participating in the welfare-to-
work program. Additional targets include children who
have been abused, are in foster care, were prenatally
exposed to drugs or have disabilities. (3)

Georgia Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Children who are Georgia residents and 4- or 5-years-old
Program on September 1. Students are eligible to attend for one

year. Parents must decide if they will attend pre-
kindergarten at age 4 or age 5. No income
requirements. (4)

Hawaii Preschool Open Doors 3- and 4-year-olds with special needs whose family have
Project incomes below 75% of the state median income are

eligible. Priority is given to children closest to
kindergarten age, those with special needs and those
with the lowest incomes. Children are considered to
have special needs if they are homeless, speak limited
English, have developmental delays, have physical or
mental impairments or are in foster care. The vast
majority of children participating in the imitative have
family incomes that are below poverty. (3)

Idaho Head Start Supplement

Illinois Illinois Pre-Kindergarten 3- and 4-year-olds and 5-year-olds who are not eligible
Program for kindergarten entry who have more than one risk

factor for academic failure. Risk factors are determined
by local school districts. (1)

Indiana No program

Iowa Shared Vision Preschool Children who are 3- or 4-years-old by September 15 and
whose family income is below 130% of the federal
poverty level and who have at least one other risk factor
are eligible. (1)

Kansas Four-Year-Old At-Risk A child may be included if one or more of the following
Preschool Program are true: The child (1) is living in poverty, (2) is living in a

single parent family, (3) is a referral from SRS or from
another early childhood program, (4) has teen parents,
(5) has parents who lack a high school diploma or GED,
(6) has limited-English proficiency or (7) is
developmentally or academically delayed, based on
reliable assessments. (5)

Kentucky Kentucky Preschool 4-year-olds who are eligible for free lunch are eligible for
Program the pre-kindergarten program. 3- and 4-year-olds with

delay or disability are eligible regardless of family
income. (2)

Louisiana Early Childhood Early Childhood Development and Care Classes are
Development and Care available to every child in the school system's jurisdiction
Classes who will be eligible to enter public school kindergarten in

the following year. Classes are provided at no cost to
the child or his family for any eligible child who is eligible
to receive free or reduced price meals. Any other eligible
child may be charged a tuition for all or part of the
classes. (9)

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303296.8332 www.ecs.org
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State Program Eligible Children
Louisiana Model Early Childhood Serves children who are identified as at risk due to

Program poverty or other factors determined by the school
district. (2)

Maine Public Pre-Kindergarten Children must be 4-years-old by October 15; enrollment
Programs is on a first-come, first-served basis. (1)

Maryland Extended Elementary Children must be 4-years-old by December 31 of the
Education Program (EEEP) enrollment year and living in the attendance area of

eligible schools, as defined by priority ranking using the
following criteria: federal free and reduced meal count;
MD School Performance Assessment Program Change
index; demographic data, such as student mobility and
family literacy; lack of quality early childhood programs;
and need for comprehensive services. (1)

Massachusetts Community Partnerships Eligible children must be between 2.9 years and the age
for Children (CPC) of kindergarten eligibility in the school district and have

working parents (either full or part time) earning under
100% of state median income. Local programs may set
eligibility priorities within these criteria. All programs may
set eligibility priorities within these criteria. All programs
must serve, or be willing to serve, children with
disabilities (regardless of whether the parent is
employed). (1)

Michigan Michigan School Children who are 4-years-old on or before December 1 of
Readiness Program program year and who have at least two risk factors are

eligible. At least 50% of children served must be low
income. There are 24 established risk factors related to
school failure, one is low income defined as eligible for
free/reduced lunch or for the state's Unified Child Care
subsidy program. (1)

Minnesota Learning Readiness All 3- and 4-year-olds are eligible for school readiness
services. All children are screened between the ages of
3.5 and 4. Those children with the greatest need receive
priority in entrance to the program. (1) (3)

Mississippi No program

Missouri Missouri Preschool Project 3- and 4-year-olds. Most programs are open to all
children in the district; some programs give priority to low-
income or special-needs children.

Montana No program

Nebraska Early Childhood Projects Children are eligible from birth to five of school entrance.
Seventy percent of the project funds are targeted to
serve: children who are Head Start eligible, those with
family income below 150% of the federal poverty index,
premature or low-birth weight children and/or those with
primary language other than English. (1)

Nevada Classroom on Wheels Children identified as at risk. (8)
(COW)

New Head Start Supplement
Hampshire

New Jersey Abbott Preschools All 3- and 4-year-olds in the district are eligible (19)

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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State Program Eligible Children
New Jersey Early Childhood Program

Aid
The 28 "Abbott" districts are required to provide half day
preschool for all resident 3- and 4-year-olds and full day
kindergarten for all resident 5-year-olds. ECPA funding
became available to the "Abbott" districts in the 1997-98
school year. Full implementation is required by 1999-
2000 for both programs.

Beginning with the 1997-98 school year, other districts
became eligible for ECPA. In 1997-98, there were 108
districts eligible for ECPA, for a total of 136. These
districts are required to provide half day preschool for all
resident 4-year-olds and full day kindergarten for all
resident 5-year-olds. Full implementation is required by
the 2001-02 school year. (1)

New Jersey Preschool for 4-Year-Olds Resident 4-year-olds are eligible. The definition of the
population served is local district option; districts may
establish their own eligibility criteria. In districts without
specific eligibility requirements, age and residence are
the only criteria used and children are served on first-
come, first-served basis. (1)

New Mexico Child Development
Program

Children from birth to age 5 (and their parents) are
eligible. (1) Individual programs are able to determine
who they will serve. (3)

New York Experimental Pre-
Kindergarten

Children who are 3 and 4 years old and whose families
are economically disadvantaged as defined by eligibility
to receive TANF, free/reduced lunch, food stamps,
Medicaid, unemployment or disability compensation. (1)

New York Universal Pre-Kindergarten All 4-year-olds are eligible. Priority is given to
economically disadvantaged children. (1)

North Carolina Smart Start Local communities determine which children they will
serve. (3)

North Dakota Head Start Supplement

Ohio Public School Preschool 3- and 4-year-olds whose family income is below 185%
of the federal poverty line. (1)

Oklahoma Early Childhood 4-Year-Old All 4-year-olds are eligible. (1)
Program

Oregon Oregon Head Start Pre-
Kindergarten

Children who are between 3-years-old and kindergarten
entry and have family incomes below 100% of federal
poverty level, including children with disabilities. (1)

Pennsylvania Education Aid for
Kindergarten for 4-Year-
Olds

4-year-olds are admitted on a first-come, first-served
basis. School districts may establish other criteria at
their discretion. (1)

Puerto Rico No information currently
available

Rhode Island Early Childhood Investment
Fund

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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State Program Eligible Children
South Carolina Early Childhood Program Children must be 4 years old on or before September 1

of the program year. Priority is given to students with
defined academic deficiencies or English as a second
language. Each district screens children and then enrolls
children who are the most needy according to the
priorities (up to the number for which the district has
received funding). The DIAL_R screening instrument is
used in most districts. Districts may use other criteria
such as eligibility for free/reduced lunch, age of the
mother, structure of the family (single parent or number
of children). (1)

South Carolina First Steps

South Dakota No program

Tennessee Early Childhood Education 3- and 4-year-olds who are eligible for Head Start but are
and Parent Involvement not being served due to inadequate capacity. (1)
Program

Tennessee Public Preschool

Texas Public School Pre- Districts must offer pre-kindergarten if there are at least
Kindergarten Program 15 eligible, at-risk 3- and 4-year-olds. Children must be

at least 3 years old on or before September 1 of the
program year, and either unable to speak or comprehend
English, educationally disadvantaged (i.e., eligible for
free/reduced lunch program), or be homeless. Four-year-
olds have first priority, although 3-year-olds may be
served. Districts may choose to offer programs for all S-
and 4-year-olds. (1) (9)

Utah No program

Vermont Early Education Initiative 3- and 4-year-olds. To qualify, a child must have risk
(EEI) factors such as: developmental delay (6 months +),

abuse and neglect, English as a second language, social
isolation, behavior disorders or family income below
185% of federal poverty guidelines. (1)

Virgin Islands No information currently
available

Virginia Virginia Preschool Initiative Children must be 4 years old by September 30 of the
program year. Each program determines the educational
and/or economic risk factors on which eligibility
requirements are based. (1)

Washington Early Childhood Education 4-year-olds (and with specific approval, a small number
and Assistance Program of 3-year-olds). Family income must be at or below
(ECEAP) 100% of the federal poverty level. Priority is for children

at risk of school failure for reasons such as low family
income, child abuse or neglect, homelessness,
developmental disabilities/special needs, limited-English
proficiency. (1)

West Virginia Public School Early
Childhood Education

Children who are under 5 years old and not eligible for
kindergarten. Eligibility determination is left to district
decision. (1)

Wisconsin 4-Year-Old Kindergarten Open to all 4-year-olds in participating districts. (2)

Wyoming No program

See Reference List following Teacher Qualification Requirements for State-Funded Pre-Kindergarten Programs State Note.
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State Funded
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State
Alabama

Alaska

700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Funding for Pre-Kindergarten Programs

Program

Compiled by Jessica McMaken, researcher
Last Update March, 2002

State Funds Method of Funding
School Readiness
(Preschool pilot sites)

$3.2 million (FY02)
(20)

Alaska Head Start
Program

$5.7 million
(FY00) (2)

Targeted grants for Head Start
programs allocated by formula
recommended by Alaska Head Start
Directors Association and approved by
DCRA

American No information currently
Samoa available

Arizona Early Childhood State $10.4 million
Block Grant (FY00) (20)

Allocation to school districts and charter
schools based on the number of pupils
in kindergarten and grades one through
three who are eligible for free lunch
(under the National School Lunch and
Child Nutrition Acts) during the prior
fiscal year. (1)

Arkansas Arkansas Better Chance $10 million (FY01)
(20)

Competitive grants, based on
geographic distribution with priority
given to areas with high-poverty
designation. (1)

California State Preschool
Program

$295 million
(FY02) (20)

Competitive grants awarded, with
reimbursement made on enrollment
basis. (1)

Colorado Colorado Preschool $23 million (FY01) Local school districts apply on a
Program (CPP) (20) competitive basis for grants. (1)

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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State Program State Funds Method of Funding
Connecticut School Readiness and

Child Care Initiative
$37.3 million Grants are awarded on a
(FY02) noncompetitive basis to 14 districts

designated as "priority districts." An
additional 50 towns identified as having
"severe needs" compete for grants of
$100,000 each. Districts and towns
receiving grants distribute their funds
through a local RFP process to
providers, based on the
recommendations of the local School
Readiness Council and its plan as
approved by the Department of
Education and Department of Social
Services. (3)

Delaware Early Childhood
Assistance Program
(ECAP)

$4.2 million
(FY02) (17)

Competitive grants through an RFP
process. (1)

District of
Columbia available

Florida State Migrant Pre-

No information currently

$3.3 million (FY00) School district funding on a formula
Kindergarten Program (2) allocation basis. (1)

Florida Pre-Kindergarten Early
Intervention
Program Repealed 2001

$97 million (FY00)
(2)

School district grant funding on a
formula basis. Each school district
receives base funding plus additional
funds in accordance with a formula that
takes into account various factors such
as the at-risk population. (1)

Georgia Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten Program

$238 million
(FY02) (20)

Contracts are awarded to pre-
kindergarten providers through a
competitive process, subject to funding
availability, previous program
compliance (for continuation programs)
and identified regional need. (4)

Hawaii Preschool Open Doors $2.4 million
Project (FY00) (3)

Families are given a tuition subsidy
certificate up to $350 per month for the
school year and are required to pay a
share of the subsidy (co-pay) based on
their income. (1) (2)

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Head Start Supplement

Illinois Pre-Kindergarten $164 million
Program (FY02) (20)

No program

Competitive grants to local school
districts (1)

Shared Vision Preschool $8.4 million (FY01) Competitive grants
(20)

Four-Year-Old At-Risk
Preschool Program

$8.5 million (FY02)
(20)

Funds are distributed through a
competitive grant process. Districts are
reimbursed on a per pupil basis, at half
the full day rate used for elementary
students. (3)

Kentucky Kentucky Preschool
Program

$47.1 million
(FY02) (20)

School funding on a formula basis to
school districts. (1)

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303296.8332 www.ecs.org
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State Program State Funds Method of Funding
Louisiana Model Early Childhood $8 million (FY01) School funding on a formula basis. (1)

Program (20)

Louisiana Early Childhood $15 million (FY01) Funding on a formula basis to districts
Development and Care (9) on a first-come-fist-served basis. (9)
Classes

Maine Public Pre-Kindergarten $2.2 million (FY01) School districts are reimbursed, after
Programs (20) the second year of program operation,

based on average daily attendance
through state aid formula, which fairs by
poverty level of district. (1)

Maryland Extended Elementary $19 million (FY01) School funding on a formula basis. (1)
Education Program (20)
(EEEP)

Massachuset Community $104 million Competitive grants with priority given to
is Partnerships for (FY02) (20) cities and towns with high

Children (CPC) concentrations of low-income working
families (majority of new funds). The
remainder is allocated for grants to
other communities to serve families
earning under 100% of state median
income. (1)

Michigan Michigan School $85.5 million School funding on a formula basis for
Readiness Program (FY02) (20) school-district-operated programs

accompanied by local needs
assessment. Competitive grants for
nonpublic school agencies only. (1)

Minnesota Learning Readiness $10.4 million School funding on a formula basis. (1)
(FY02) (20)

Mississippi No program

Missouri Missouri Preschool $14.5 million Competitive grant process. (6)
Project (FY02) (20)

Montana No program

Nebraska Early Childhood Projects $1.5 million (FY02) Competitive grants. (1)
(20)

Nevada Classroom on Wheels $150,000 (FY00) Legislatively appropriated funds. (9)
(COW) (2)

New Head Start Supplement
Hampshire

New Jersey Early Childhood
Program Aid

$313 million
(FY00) (2)

The 2000 court decision requires
spending to be based on the particular
needs of the children in the district, not
some predetermined formula (10)

New Jersey Abbott Preschools

New Jersey Preschool for 4-Year- Not available (1)
Olds

Preschool education aid is reimbursed
in the year following expenditure
according to state aid formula based on
enrollment. (1)
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State Program State Funds Method of Funding
New Mexico Child Development $1.8 million (FY01) Contracts are awarded based on a

Program (20) competitive application process, subject
to state appropriations. Locations with
high numbers of young children and few
available licensed early childhood
program spaces receive preference. (1)

New York Experimental Pre- $50.2 million
Kindergarten (FY00) (2)

School funding on a formula basis, with
a minimum required local match of
11%. (1)

New York Universal Pre- $275.2 million
Kindergarten (FY02) (20)

School funding based on needs-related
formula. (1)

North Smart Start $260 million
Carolina (FY01) (13)

Needs-based allocations are made to
county-level Partnerships for Children,
which award grants to community
agencies based on approved service
plans. (1)

North Dakota Head Start Supplement

Ohio Public School Preschool $19.1 million Funding for continuing programs is a
(FY00) (2) noncompetitive allocation (no formula).

(1)

Oklahoma Early Childhood 4-Year- $56.7 million
Old Program (FY02) (20)

Schools receive funding on a formula
basis. Schools receive funding for all
children who attend the program at .7
FTEs for half day students and 1.3
FTEs for children attending for the full
school day. (3)

Oregon Oregon Head Start Pre- $29 million (FY02) Competitive grants to applicants who
Kindergarten (20) can meet federal head start

Performance Standards and show
needs through a community
assessment. (1)

Pennsylvania Education Aid for
Kindergarten for 4-Year-
Olds

$5.7 million
(FY98) (1)

Funds are available after first year of
operation; children served are included
in the districts; total student count for
state aid. The aid formula is used to
determine reimbursement based on
enrollment in the previous year. (1)

Puerto Rico No information currently
available

Rhode Island Early Childhood
Investment Fund

South Early Childhood $28 million (FY00) Funding is distributed to school districts
Carolina Program (2) based on a formula. Since 1995, the

funding formula has been based on the
number of children in 1st grade who test
not ready on the CSAB. (1)

South First Steps $30 million (FY01) Grants are made to counties. (11)
Carolina (11)

South Dakota No program
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State Program State Funds Method of Funding
Tennessee Early Childhood

Education and Parent (20)
Involvement Program

$6 million (FY02) Competitive grants through an RFP
process. (1)

Tennessee Public Preschool

Texas Public School Pre-
Kindergarten Program

$269.2 million
(FY00) (2)

School funding on a formula basis. (1)

Utah No program

Vermont Early Education
Initiative (EEI)

$1.4 million (FY01)
(20)

Competitive; grants based on needs of
community served by the program and
degree of collaboration with other
community providers. (1)

Virgin Islands No information currently
available

Virginia Virginia Preschool
Initiative

$23.5 million
(FY02) (20)

Funding according to a noncompetitive
allocation is available to localities
(government entities or school districts)
with documented unserved 4-year-olds.
(1)

Washington Early Childhood
Education and
Assistance Program
(ECEAP)

$30.1 million
(FY02) (20)

Renewal of funding applications for 36
contractors. Awards are negotiated on
a cost-per-child basis, with additional
funding for training, parent
empowerment, one-time costs, and
longitudinal study costs. Funds are
provided through a biennial contract. (1)

West Virginia Public School Early
Childhood Education

$17 million (FY02) Funds are part of regular education aid.
(20) (1)

Wisconsin 4-Year-Old Kindergarten $31.6 million
(FY01) (20)

Districts receive per pupil
reimbursement based on class
membership count and state aid
equalization formula. Half day is the
maximum permitted to be claimed or
aid. (1)

Wyoming No program

See Reference List following Teacher Qualification Requirements for State-Funded Pre-Kindergarten Programs StateNote.
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700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 Fax: 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org

Pre-Kindergarten Program Descriptions

Program

Compiled by Jessica McMaken, researcher
Last Update March, 2002

Description
School Readiness
(Preschool pilot sites)

Alaska Head Start
Program

American Samoa No information currently
available

Arizona Early Childhood State
Block Grant

Supports services for children from birth to age 8, and
are available to school districts to use for any
combination of infant and toddler services, pre-
kindergarten, full day kindergarten, or supplemental
programming or equipment for grades K-3.
Approximately half of the block grant funding supports
pre-kindergarten. (2)

Arkansas Arkansas Better Chance Provides home- and classroom-based services for
children under age 6, with pre-kindergarten in some
communities and family support home visits in others.
(2)

California State Preschool
Program

The State Preschool Program serves low-income 3- and
4-year-olds in public schools. The school districts also
may contract with private providers to provide services.

Colorado Colorado Preschool
Program (CPP)

Serves 4- and 5-year-olds who are at risk for school
failure through local programs operated by broad-based
community councils. The program is available in 74%
of school districts. (2)

Connecticut School Readiness and
Child Care Initiative

Supports early care and education services for 3- and 4-
year -olds in school districts with high concentrations of
poverty. Pre-Kindergarten and child care services are
blended to provide up to 10 hours/day of care. Seventy-
six percent of children served receive full or extended
day care. Programs are also required to make linkages
with health care, social service and other supports to
meet children's needs for comprehensive services. (2),
(3)
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State Program Description
Delaware Early Childhood

Assistance Program
(ECAP)

A pre-kindergarten program for 4-year-olds living at or
below the federal poverty level. Programs follow Head
Start performance standards and most services are
delivered by Head Start grantees. (2)

District of
Columbia

No information currently
available

Florida State Migrant Pre-
Kindergarten Program

Provides full day (6 hours) classroom and
comprehensive services to 3- and 4-year-old children of
agricultural workers.

Florida Pre-Kindergarten Early
Intervention
Program Repealed 2001

Provides low-income 3- and 4-year-olds with full day
(6.5 hours) school-based services in all 67 school
districts. (2)

Georgia Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten Program

The Georgia Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program is
funded by a state lottery and is open to all Georgia 4-
year -olds who want to attend. Sites serving more than
six low-income children have the option to employ
resource coordinators to link families to needed social
services. (2)

Hawaii Preschool Open Doors
Project

Enables parents of 3- and 4-year-olds living at or below
75% of the state median income to use certificates to
purchase full day early care and education programs at
licensed centers. (2)

Idaho Head Start Supplement

Illinois Illinois Pre-Kindergarten
Program

The pre-kindergarten at-risk initiative serves children
who, because of their home and community
environment, are subject to such language, economic
and like disadvantages that they have been determined
to be at risk for academic failure. (1)

Indiana No program

Iowa Shared Vision Preschool Provides pre-kindergarten for children ages 3 to 5 who
are at risk of academic failure. Pre-Kindergarten
programs are required to be accredited by the NAEYC
by their third year of receiving funding. The initiative has
a strong comprehensive services component, requiring
that programs develop a plan for addressing health and
safety issues, medical needs, social services and
nutrition. (1) (3)

Kansas Four-Year-Old At-Risk
Preschool Program

Provides early education services to 4-year-olds who
are considered at risk due to poverty, teen parents,
minor developmental delays, limited English skills or
other risk factors. (2)

Kentucky Kentucky Preschool
Program

Supports half day classroom-based early care and
education for 4-year-olds from low-income families and
3- and 4-year-olds with developmental delays or
disabilities regardless of income.
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State Program Description
Louisiana Model Early Childhood A pre-kindergarten program for children identified as at

Program risk due to poverty or other factors determined by the
school district. It is available in all but two districts in the
state, and most programs are full day (6 hours). (2)

Louisiana Early Childhood Allows districts to offer early childhood development and
Development and Care care classes for free to qualifying students. Other
Classes students may participate if their parents pay tuition.

Programs are required to coordinate services for
students and their families which may include health
care, employment counseling, literacy services, tutoring,
or parental training. (9)

Maine Public Pre-Kindergarten Provides services for 4-year-olds through public
Programs schools. The goal is to offer an early childhood program

to children who are not receiving early education
through other sources. (2)

Maryland Extended Elementary Offers child development and parent education services
Education Program for at-risk 4-year-olds and their families in low-income
(EEEP) school districts. Risk criteria vary by individual district.

Massachusetts Community Offers pre-kindergarten programs with comprehensive
Partnerships for services through local collaborative of early care and
Children (CPC) education providers to 3- and 4-year-olds from working

families with incomes up to the state median. (2)

Michigan Michigan School Provides classroom- or home-based services to 4-year-
Readiness Program olds at risk of school failure who are not eligible for, or

are not being served by, Head Start; more than 50%
must be low income. (2)

Minnesota Learning Readiness Supports flexible child development programming and
funds more than 20 types of services, such as pre-
kindergarten, kindergarten preparation, home visits,
summer programs, and links to family literacy
programs. (2)

Mississippi No program

Missouri Missouri Preschool Offers grants on a competitive basis to schools, both
Project public and nonpublic, to provide pre-kindergarten

programs for 3- and 4-year-olds. Most programs are
open to all children in the district; some programs give
priority to low-income or special-needs children. (1)

Montana No program

Nebraska Early Childhood Projects Funds school districts and community partners
(including Head Start) to establish early childhood
programs that meet identified community needs related
to child development and parent education. (2)
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State Program Description
Nevada Classroom on Wheels Provides early childhood services to low-income

(COW) children ages 3 to 6 and their parents in their
neighborhoods. The two-hour sessions are offered
from 2 to 4 times per week, provided by several different
agencies. There are no uniform standards across
providers; some providers offer comprehensive
services. There are 15 buses (each painted with big
black spots) in service, and the program is staffed by
Americorps volunteers to reduce costs. (2)

New Hampshire Head Start Supplement

New Jersey Early Childhood Supports full day kindergarten, full day pre-kindergarten
Program Aid and other early childhood programs in 128 school

districts in which at least 20% of students are low
income. Funds may be used for early childhood
instruction, health and social services, parent
involvement, transition services and early childhood
program facilities. (2)

New Jersey Abbott Preschools

New Jersey Preschool for 4-Year- School districts are permitted to offer kindergarten
Olds programs for 4-year-olds.

New Mexico Child Development
Program

Funds early care and education services for children
form birth to age 5 and their families. Programs are
collaboratively planned in communities to meet service
gaps, and they may include pre-kindergarten, home
visiting, programs for infants of teen parents, and
provider resource and support programs. (2)

New York . Experimental Pre-
Kindergarten

Offers comprehensive early education services to low
income 3- and 4-year-olds, including the provision of
social, health and nutrition services; the program also
has a parent involvement component. About 20% of
programs are full day (6 hours). The program has been
available in 99 school districts, 14% of the state's total,
since its inception in 1966. (2)

New York Universal Pre- Is being gradually phased in to offer half- or full day
Kindergarten early education services to 4-year-olds throughout the

sate. All school districts will be eligible to participate, if
they so choose, by the 2001-02 school year; 23% of
districts participated in the 2000-01 school year. During
the phase-in period, priority is being given to
economically disadvantaged children. Districts are
required to contract at least 10% of the slots to
community-based early care and education providers; in
practice, the percentage is generally higher. In the
1999-2000 school year, the first year of the program's
implementation, about 13% of the state's 4-year-olds
were served. (2)
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State Program Description
North Carolina Smart Start A comprehensive public/private initiative to help North

Carolina children enter school healthy and ready to
succeed. It supports a variety of services for children
from birth to age 6. Smart Start joins state government,
community leaders and service providers together with
families as partners in providing and improving services
for children ages birth to 5. The aim is to provide early
childhood education, health care and other critical
services that will ensure that all children enter school
health and ready to succeed. (1) (2)

North Dakota Head Start Supplement

Ohio Public School Preschool Serves 3- and 4-year-olds from families living near
poverty. Following the Head Start model, the program
provides comprehensive services designed to promote
school readiness and social competence. The Public
School Preschool program combined with the state's
Head Start supplement allows Ohio to provide nearly all
of its low-income 3- and 4-year-olds with a quality pre-
kindergarten experience. (2) (3)

Oklahoma Early Childhood 4-Year-
Old Program

Offers classroom-based pre-kindergarten to 4-year-olds
in over 80% of school districts in the state, on a first-
come, first-served basis. Legislation passed in 1998
expanded eligibility from Head Start-eligible to all 4-year-
olds. (2)

Oregon Oregon Head Start Pre-
Kindergarten

Offers half day classes and comprehensive services to
3- and 4-year-olds from families at or below the poverty
level. All providers must follow Head Start performance
standards. (2)

Pennsylvania Education Aid for
Kindergarten for 4-Year-
Olds

The state allows school districts to set the minimum
entry age for kindergarten at age 4. Attendance,
however, is not compulsory (Pennsylvania does not
require school attendance until age 8). (3)

Puerto Rico No information currently
available

Rhode Island Early Childhood
Investment Fund

Provides state aid to school districts to design early
childhood services for children from birth to age 10 and
their families, such as pre-kindergarten, full day
kindergarten, before- and after-school care, parent
education, and family support. Districts decide what
services to offer based on local needs. (2) While the
state allows districts to use their funds for pre-
kindergarten, no district is using them for this purpose
yet. (3)

South Carolina Early Childhood
Program

Provides half day classroom-based early care and
education, as well as nutritious meals and occasional
home visits, for at risk 4-year-olds. Priority is given to
children with disabilities. (2)
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State Program Description
South Carolina First Steps A comprehensive, results-oriented statewide education

initiative to help prepare our children to reach 1st grade
healthy and ready to succeed. Public and private
support are combined through county partnerships to
enable individual communities to address the unmet
needs of young children and their families. (11)

South Dakota No program

Tennessee Early Childhood
Education and Parent
Involvement Program

Offers full day, developmentally appropriate early care
and education services to Head Start-eligible 3- and 4-
year -olds and their families. Programs also provide
wraparound child care, for a total of up to 10 hours per
day of services. (2)

Tennessee Public Preschool As required by section 49-6-101, beginning with the
2005-06 school year, each local education agency
(LEA) must provide preschool classes if it identifies 15
or more eligilble children who are at least 4-years-old.
Each LEA must develop a system to notify the parents
of children who are eligible for enrollment in a preschool
class.

Texas Public School Pre- Offers free classroom-based early care and education
Kindergarten Program for 3- and 4-year-olds who are unable to speak or

comprehend English, are low-income or are homeless.
Tuition and/or district funds may be used to provide
programming for other children. The program is
designed to develop the skills necessary for success in
the public school curriculum, including language,
mathematics and social skills. (2) (9)

Utah No program

Vermont Early Education Funds early education services for 3- and 4-year-olds
Initiative (EEI) who are at risk of school failure due to developmental

delays, economic disadvantage, limited English skills,
risk of abuse or neglect, or other factors. Programs
average 8 hours per week. Services include classroom-
and home-based early education, parent involvement
and parent education. (2)

Virgin Islands No information currently
available

Virginia Virginia Preschool Offers full day (6 hours) early care and education,
Initiative parent involvement, child health and social services,

and transportation to families with 4-year-olds at risk of
school failure. Most programs are operated by public
schools and some by community-based organizations.
Local coordinating teams include public schools, as well
as Head Start, child care, health and social service
providers. (2)
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State Program Description
Washington Early Childhood Offers half day comprehensive preschool services to

Education and low-income 4-year-olds living at up to 110% of the
Assistance Program federal poverty level. Up to 10% of the children served
(ECEAP) may fall outside of the income guidelines if they are at

risk; once all eligible 4-year-olds have been served, 3-
year -olds may participate. Programs must follow
performance standards that are similar to or more
stringent than those for Head Start. (2)

West Virginia Public School Early Provides state aid to counties to provide pre-
Childhood Education kindergarten services for children under age 5. The

state has no formal guidelines, but the Department of
Education works closely with counties to design
program components. Counties establish their own
eligibility criteria. (2)

Wisconsin 4-Year-Old Kindergarten Available to all 4-year-olds who reside in the 25% of
school districts that choose to offer it. (2)

Wyoming No program

See Reference List following Teacher Qualification Requirements for State-Funded Pre-Kindergarten Programs StateNote.
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Teacher Qualification Requirements
For State Funded Prekindergarten Programs

Compiled by Jessica McMaken, researcher
Last Update March, 2002

State Program Teacher Qualifications
Alabama School Readiness

(Preschool pilot sites)

Alaska Alaska Head Start Federal Head Start staffing standards
Program

American No information
Samoa currently available

Arizona Early Childhood State As specified through accreditations (1)
Block Grant

Arkansas Arkansas Better Teachers must have one of the following:
Chance 1. College degree with specialization in early childhood

education
2. Teacher certification in elementary education
3. College degree, but no specialization

Assistant teachers must have one of the following:
1. Child Development Associate credential
2. Associate level degree in early childhood

development (1)

California State Preschool Teachers must have certification in early childhood education,
Program or 12 college units in early childhood education and two years

experience. (1)

Colorado Colorado Preschool Teachers must have work experience and be supervised by
Program (CPP) someone with a BA. (1)

Connecticut School Readiness and Qualifications for teachers range from nine months of work
Child Care Initiative experience and a Child Development Associate credential or

12 credits in early childhood education/child development, to a
bachelor's degree in early childhood education and at least
three months of work experience. Teachers must have 12
credits in early childhood education and 1,080 hours of
supervised experience over a nine-month period in a child
care setting that meets state standards. (3)
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State
Delaware

Program Teacher Qualifications
Early Childhood
Assistance Program
(ECAP)

Teachers must have Child Development Associate credential
or college degree with specialization in early childhood
education. Teacher aides must have a high school degree or
GED. (1)

District of
Columbia

Florida

Florida

No information
currently available

State Migrant Pre-
Kindergarten Program

Teachers must have certification in early childhood or
elementary education. (1)

Pre-Kindergarten Early
Intervention
Program Repealed
2001

Teachers must have a Child Development Associate
credential, or certification in early childhood education, and a
30-hour-training course offered by the Department of
Education and the Department of Children and Family
Services. The appropriate certification is pre-kindergarten
primary (age three to grade three) of preschool education
(birth to age four). (3)

Georgia Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten Program

Teachers must nave a Child Development Associate
credential or teacher certification in early childhood education,
or a college degree with specialization in early childhood
education or teacher certification in elementary education or a
Montessori or vocational early childhood education degree.
Aides must be at least 20-years-old, high school graduates
and have experience with young children. (1)

Hawaii Preschool Open Doors
Project

Teachers may qualify with a bachelor's degree in any field
with 12 credits in early childhood education and six months of
experience. A teacher also may qualify with a postsecondary
credential in a child development associate program or an
organized two-year college program and certificate in early
childhood education, plus one year of supervised training
experience in an early childhood program. These
qualifications are in accordance with child care licensing
guidelines. (3)

Idaho Head Start Supplement

Illinois Illinois Pre-
Kindergarten Program

Teachers must have early childhood teaching certificate.
Teaching Aides must have 30 hours of college courses in
early childhood education. (1)

Indiana

Iowa

No program

Shared Vision
Preschool

Requirements depend on the program sponsor. Teachers in
public schools must have a certification with early childhood
education endorsement or a four-year college degree with a
specialization in early childhood education. Teachers in
community-based agencies must have at least a Child
Development Associate credential or an associate's degree
with specialization in early childhood education. (3)

Kansas Four-Year-Old At-Risk
Preschool Program

Teachers must have certification in early childhood or early
elementary education. (3)
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State Program Teacher Qualifications
Kentucky Kentucky Preschool In all settings, a classroom must be led by either a 'preschool

Program teacher' or an 'associate preschool teacher' supervised by a
preschool teacher.

A 'preschool teacher' must have certification, or a college
degree in a related field (e.g., early childhood education, child
development, or early childhood special education).

An 'associate preschool teacher' holds a Child Development
Associate credential, or an associate degree in early
childhood or child development, or a Kentucky Technical
School diploma in preschooVchild care. Associate teachers
work as lead teachers under the curriculum supervision of a
qualified teacher. (1) (3)

Louisiana

Louisiana

Model Early Childhood Teacher certification in early childhood education or
Program elementary education. (1)

Early Childhood Lead teachers must be certified by the Louisiana state
Development and Care Department of Education in nursery school education,
Classes kindergarten, or early intervention. (9)

If no qualified applicant applies, then teacher may be certified
by the Louisiana state Department of Education in elementary
education and authorized to be temporarily assigned in
kindergarten nursery school, or early intervention.

If no certified applicant applies, then teacher may hold a
degree in elementary education, kindergarten, nursery school,
or early intervention and be employed pursuant to the interim
emergency policy of the state board for hiring non-certified
personnel.

Maine

Maryland

Public Pre- Teachers must have elementary teaching certificate or the
Kindergarten Programs new birth to 5-year-olds specialist certification. (1)

Extended Elementary
Education Program
(EEEP)

Teachers must have certification in early childhood
education. Aides must be high school graduates. (1)

Massachusetts Community Teacher qualifications depend on the setting and may range
Partnerships for from Child Development Associate credential to teacher
Children (CPC) certification in early childhood education. (1)

Michigan Michigan School A teacher must have either certification in early childhood
Readiness Program education or a college degree with specialization in early

childhood education or an associate degree in early childhood
education and a Child Development Associate credential
(CDA) or an associate degree in early childhood education or
documented formal training equivalent to that required for the
CDA. (1)
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State Program Teacher Qualifications
Minnesota Learning Readiness Teacher certification in early childhood education or in parent

education is required for the coordinator of Learning
Readiness programs within a district (or multi-district region
operating under a joint plan). The qualifications for teachers
in individual programs differ depending on the setting (for
example, teachers in Head Start are required to have at least
a Child Development Associate credential or a college degree
with a specialization in early childhood education). (3)

Mississippi No program

Missouri Missouri Preschool Teachers in public schools must have one of the following: (1)
Project early childhood teacher certification, (2) early childhood

special education teacher certificate, (3) provisional teacher
certificate associated with either of the above or (4) a four
year college degree in child development. Teachers in
nonpublic school programs must have (1) any of the above
teacher requirements, (2) a Child Development Associate
degree,( 3) a one-year certificate of proficiency in child
development or child care or (4) a two-year associate degree
in child care/education. (6)

Montana No program

Nebraska Early Childhood Teacher certification in early childhood education or college
Projects degree with specialization in early childhood education. (1)

Nevada Classroom on Wheels COW Classrooms are staffed by Americorps volunteers. (8)
(COW)

New
Hampshire

Head Start Supplement

New Jersey Early Childhood Following a 2000 State Supreme Court decision, all preschool
Program Aid teachers must be certified.

(A) Teachers currently working in child care programs will
now have four years to obtain a college degree and the new
early childhood certification (P-3).
(B) All new hires must have a bachelors degree and will have
until September 2001 to obtain certification.
(C) Waivers from these requirements must be based on a
clear standard and limited to one year.
(D) Scholarship money is available to help pay for the
required college courses. (10)

New Jersey Abbott Preschools Teachers must hold a Preschool through Grade 3
endorsement. (19)

New Jersey Preschool for 4-Year- Teacher must have elementary certificate (N-8). Teachers
Olds must participate in same inservice training required of all

public school teachers. (1)

New Mexico Child Development Depending on the program design, continuing child
Program development training is required. (1)

New York Experimental Pre-
Kindergarten

Teacher certification in elementary education, or elementary
with the early childhood annotation; or bilingual elementary or
early childhood education. (1)
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State Program Teacher Qualifications
New York Universal Pre- In public schools, teachers must have certification in

Kindergarten elementary education or elementary with the early childhood
annotation; or bilingual elementary or early childhood
education. Programs in other agencies must meet the staff
qualifications requirements of those agencies (until 2001-02
when teachers must meet same requirements as those in
public schools). (1)

North Carolina Smart Start No specific Smart Start Standards. (1)

North Dakota Head Start Supplement

Ohio Public School Preschool Teacher certification in early childhood education or Early
Childhood Specialist license. (1)

Oklahoma Early Childhood 4-Year- Teachers must have certification in early childhood education
Old Program or a special early childhood certificate, which is awarded to

teachers who have earned a Child Development Associate
credential, have five years teaching experience in Head Start,
and have passed the early childhood certification test. (3)

Oregon Oregon Head Start Pre- Teachers must have at least a Child Development Associate
Kindergarten credential or a college degree with a specialization in early

childhood education. (3)

Pennsylvania Education Aid for
Kindergarten for 4-Year-
Olds

Teachers must have certification in elementary education. (3)

Puerto Rico No information
currently available

Rhode Island Early Childhood
Investment Fund

South Carolina Early Childhood
Program

Teachers must have certification in early childhood education
or provisional certification based on a college degree with
specialization in early childhood education. Aides must have
a high school diploma or equivalent. (1)

South Carolina First Steps

South Dakota No program

Tennessee Early Childhood Teachers must be certified pre-kindergarten through grade 3.
Education and Parent Other adults required to meet the ratios must have a Child
Involvement Program Development Associate credential. (1)

Tennessee Public Preschool

Texas Public School Pre- Teachers must hold certification with an early childhood
Kindergarten Program education or a kindergarten endorsement. (1)

Utah No program
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State Program Teacher Qualifications
Vermont Early Education

Initiative (EEI)
The teacher must have the highest qualifications required in
the environment of that particular grantee, e.g., Child
Development Associate credential, college degree in early
childhood education. If program is based in a public school,
the teacher would need to be certified in early childhood
education. (1)

Virgin Islands No information
currently available

Virginia Virginia Preschool Law requires "qualified staff," which means the teacher must
Initiative have the highest qualifications required in the environment of

that particular grantee (for example, a teacher in a Head Start
program must have at least a Child Development Associate
credential or a college degree with a specialization in early
childhood education, while a teacher in a public school
program must be certified in early childhood education). (3)

Washington Early Childhood A four-year college degree in early childhood education or
Education and child development and a minimum of two years of successful
Assistance Program work experience in a preschool, child care or kindergarten
(ECEAP) setting. (1)

West Virginia Public School Early Teachers must be certified in elementary education. (3)
Childhood Education

Wisconsin 4-Year-Old The teacher must have a "PreK-3" certification (generally
Kindergarten referred to as early childhood certification) or a "PreK-6"

certification. (3)

Wyoming No program

See Reference List following Teacher Qualification Requirements for State-Funded Pre-Kindergarten Programs State Note.
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Common State Strategies To Improve Student Reading
June 2001

The following list represents strategies states are using to improve student reading performance. The list
is not a comprehensive summary.

1. Preventing and Intervening with Reading Difficulties

Providing grants for or requiring districts to provide intervention and remedial services, especially to
at-risk students

Requiring intensive reading instruction and interventions for students who do not meet reading
standards, including summer school, extended-day or tutoring programs

Requiring or encouraging districts to place a greater emphasis on improving reading skills for K-3
students

Requiring districts and schools to develop individual reading plans for students who fail to meet
grade-level standards

Creating grant programs for districts (some target low-income districts) to improve reading
performance through intensive reading instruction, reading academies or other related initiatives such
as extended-day programs, small-group reading instruction, teacher professional development or
hiring reading specialists

Providing grants that use volunteers to improve student reading

Establishing reading centers at universities to assist districts in identifying, assessing and providing
instructional intervention programs to students with reading difficulties

Increasing parental involvement and providing better information to improve their child's reading skills
(including the importance of early brain development)

Requiring education and human service agencies to develop plans for early education services to
ensure that all children will read by the end of 3rd grade.

2. Imposing Consequences for Students Who Do Not Meet Reading Standards

Preventing students from advancing into 4th grade reading classes if they fail to pass the 3rd grade
reading exam

Retaining students who do not meet grade-level standards for reading and/or requiring their
participation in summer reading programs.

3. Promoting or Mandating Particular Reading Approaches or Programs

Providing funds for schools to expand and improve reading programs, and mandating that such
programs should include, but not be limited to phonics
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Requiring or encouraging districts to use a balanced approach to reading instruction and a variety of
reading programs

Providing funds and/or training for particular reading programs (i.e., Reading Recovery)

Requiring, encouraging or providing funds for districts to adopt reading programs and approaches
that research has shown to be effective.

4. Providing Additional or Better Data

Requiring districts to report the percentage of students who meet and do not meet reading standards,
as well as the progress of students over time

Requiring districts to report test score comparison data among different reading programs and identify
which programs are used in each classroom

Requiring state departments to collect and analyze data on student reading performance and report
this information to the legislature and public

Issuing reading report cards to the public for each elementary school

Reporting the number of preservice teachers who take and pass the state reading assessment.

5. Providing Teachers with Skills and Knowledge

Requiring schools or districts to develop professional development plans that improve elementary
teachers' ability to teach reading

Requiring teachers to pass reading instruction competency tests before receiving certification or
recertification

Increasing the number and quality of reading courses in teacher education programs and those
required for certification

Creating partnerships with universities, colleges and/or regional service centers to offer teacher
professional development

Providing professional development funding for research-based systematic phonics or particular
reading programs (for example, Reading Recovery)

Reviewing teacher preparation programs to assure that course offerings and graduation requirements
match state goals for student reading performance

Providing training to help teachers use new or current reading assessments to identify student
reading levels, diagnose potential difficulties and determine appropriate reading strategies.

6. Setting Standards, Developing Reading Plans and Assessing Student Reading Performance

Mandating that districts set kindergarten reading readiness goals, reading standards for the primary
grades and/or for grades 4-8

Requiring or encouraging districts to diagnose reading readiness, skills and progress

Requiring K-3 students to be tested periodically for mastery of reading skills

Providing district guidelines for selecting reading assessments

Requiring districts to determine if reading instruction and programs have resulted in students' mastery
of reading skills and to identify more effective strategies if a certain percentage of students fail to
meet the standards

Requiring or encouraging districts to develop plans that improve and maintain students reading skills
beyond the basics, such as comprehension, vocabulary and writing

Requiring schools to develop plans to assure all 3rd graders are reading at grade level and/or to
increase the percentage of students who meet or exceed reading standards

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303.299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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Establishing reading rewards programs to recognize schools that demonstrate significant reading
gains.

7. Assessing Readiness for School

Formulating readiness assessments

Using data to guide instructional strategies

Using data in school improvement plans and accountability measures.

Mary Fulton, policy analyst, 303.299.3679, mfulton@ecs.orq; updated by Mike Porter.
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Summary of State Policies To Improve Student Reading
June 2001

The following information highlights activities undertaken by state leaders to address student reading.
However, it is not a comprehensive summary of all state policies. A list of common state strategies to
improve student reading is available as well.

In addition to the following actions, several states are requiring students to demonstrate reading and other
proficiencies before proceeding to the next grade level, and some states have specific policies on phonics
and whole language.

Alabama
Resulting from the work of the Alabama Reading Panel, the State Board of Education adopted the
Alabama Reading Initiative in 1997. The initiative targets reading performance on three fronts: (1)
beginning reading in K-1, (2) expansion of reading skills for students in grades 2-12 and (3) effective
intervention for all grades. The initiative includes 16 demonstration sites at elementary schools. Teachers
receive two weeks of intensive professional development to learn how to identify and correct students'
specific reading problems. Each site has established a partnership with a college or university to provide
ongoing support and training. The education department's Report on the Review of Research (1998)
defines research-based, effective instruction and forms the basis for the initiative's teacher development
programs.

Arizona
H.B. 2293 (1998) required school boards to determine the percentage of 4th-grade students that score
below the "basic" category based on the statewide reading achievement test. If more than 20% of 4th
graders score below the basic level, the school board must conduct a curriculum review. The review
evaluates effective pedagogical techniques such as (a) Spalding, (b) direct instruction, (c) Success for All,
(d) whole language, (e) Reading Recovery and (f) other appropriate reading education approaches.
Based on the review, the board and school council must develop a method of best practices for teaching
reading (ARIZ. REV. STAT. sec. 15-707). Students in 3rd grade who do not meet the reading
comprehension standards must be provided with intensive reading instruction until the student can meet
the standard (ARIZ. REV. STAT. sec. 5-707.01).

H.B. 2130 (1998) included the following provisions:

Teaching applicants must complete a minimum of 45 classroom hours, three college-level credit
hours or training in research-based systematic phonics instruction.

Districts must conduct a curriculum evaluation and adopt reading programs, one of which must be a
research-based systemic phonics program.

Districts must allow parents of K-3 students to select the reading program they think will most benefit
their child and must accommodate every pupil based on the parent's choice.

Districts must report a comparison of test scores among the different reading programs and identify
the program used in each classroom (ARIZ. REV. STAT. sec. 15-718).
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An appropriation of $1 million was made for FY1998-99 to assist districts in the initial training and
continued development of teachers in research-based systematic phonics.

Arkansas
In May 1998, the governor announced the Smart Start initiative for grades K-4 that aims to increase
reading and math achievement. The main component of the initiative is professional development training
that emphasizes topics related to subject matter content, curriculum alignment with the frameworks, an
analysis of assessment results and use of various instructional techniques. The initiative also provides
funding for additional reading specialists.

In 1990, the state began training teachers in Reading Recovery, an intensive one-on-one tutoring
program for at-risk 1st graders. In addition, the state developed an Early Literacy Program for grades K-3
that includes small-group instruction, as well as up-to-date teacher training on reading practices and
principles.

California
A.B. 2A (1999), the Elementary School Intensive Reading Program, provides for up to 10% of 400
schools' K-4 students to receive extra instruction, including classes during the summer, between sessions
and on Saturday or after school. In addition, the bill includes the following provisions:

Public Involvement Reading Campaign to promote reading in public schools

Governor's Reading Reward Program to distribute $5,000 grants to K-8 schools whose students read
the greatest number of books, as well as other criteria

A teacher professional development program, the Governor's Principal Leadership Institute, an
administrator preparation program and the California Reading Professional Development Institutes, to
be developed by the University of California system regents.

A.B. 1178 (1995) required the Commission on Teaching Credentialing to develop, adopt and administer a
reading instruction competence assessment to measure knowledge, skill and ability of first-time credential
applicants relative to effective reading instruction (CAL. EDUC. CODE sec. 44283).

A.B. 3482 (1995) created the Teacher Reading Instruction Development Program, requiring K-3 teachers
to possess the knowledge and skills needed to teach students to read. Funds for this program are used
primarily for professional development services. The bill also created the Comprehensive Reading
Leadership Program, which encourages and provides funds for school districts to implement a
comprehensive K-3 reading program that emphasizes basic and continued improvement of reading skills
(CAL. EDUC. CODE sec. 44755-57; 53000-6; 60350-2).

Colorado
The Colorado Basic Literacy Act mandated that all students will read at 3rd-grade level by the end of 3rd
grade before they can move on to a 4th-grade reading class. The act also required that the reading
growth of all students be assessed regularly from kindergarten through 3rd grade. Students not reading at
grade level will be placed on Individual Literacy Plans (ILPs) developed with the school and family (H.B.
96-1139; COLO. REV. STAT. sec. 22-7-501). Districts must report the following information to the state:

Number and percentage of pupils enrolled in grade 3 reading at or above grade level

Number and percentage of pupils on ILPs enrolled in the district

Number and percentage of pupils who have increased literacy and reading comprehension levels by
two or more grades during one year of instruction.

The State Board of Education spelled out the reading proficiency levels for grades K-3 and developed
requirements for selecting reading assessments. In 1997, the state adopted a reading test for 3rd graders
that was first administered in March 1998 (H.B. 97-1249; COLO. REV. STAT. sec. 22-7-409).
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S.B. 124 (2000) concerns literacy in the early grade levels and establishes and appropriates funds for a
Read-to-Achieve program. Under this program, any public school, including charter schools, may apply
for grants to fund intensive reading programs for 2nd and 3rd graders whose literacy and reading levels
are below the level established by the State Board of Education.

H.B. 1136 (2000) creates the Learning Improvement Grant Program in the Department of Education and
creates the Read-to-Achieve Board, which establishes criteria for awarding program grants. The Learning
Improvement Grant Program provides grants to schools or a collaborative group of schools for programs
to enhance the literacy and reading comprehension skills of early elementary school students.

Connecticut
In 1998, Governor John G. Rowland called for setting aside $10 million a year for the Early Reading
Success Grant Program to help at-risk students bring their literacy skills up to speed. The legislature
enacted H.B. 5657, doubling the appropriation to $19.5 million for FY99, and targeted the funds to the 14
poorest school systems. To receive funding, districts must develop a three-year plan for improving K-3
reading performance. While schools can use the grant dollars for reforms such as lowering class size and
creating extended-day programs, at least half of the funds must go toward "intensive reading intervention"
(CONN. GEN. STAT., sec. 10-221h).

Hawaii
H.B. 614 (2001) provides for changing the responsibility for ongoing operation of a literacy and lifelong
learning program to the public universities of the state. This bill also requires the development of private-
public partnerships in literacy support. Furthermore, public libraries will serve as the clearinghouse of
information on available grants and funds for literacy providers, literacy services available and
measurable results of various literacy programs.

Idaho
During the 1999 legislative session, the state enacted the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Plan to improve
student reading that included the following bills:

H.B. 176 amended state code to require a reading assessment for students in grades K-3. School
personnel will review the state K-3 assessment results to determine necessary interventions to sustain or
improve a student's reading skills. The State Department of Education will maintain and compile the
results and annually report them to the state board, legislature and governor. School districts will make
the results available to the public.

H.B. 177 amended state code requiring each school district to adopt an extended-year reading program,
which has been approved by the State Board of Education. The programs are targeted to students
identified as below grade level on reading assessments in kindergarten through 3rd grade.

H.B. 178 amended state code to require teacher preparation requirements, to require teachers to
demonstrate their ability to teach reading successfully and to adopt specific requirements for renewing
teacher certification.

The state board will review teacher preparation programs to ensure that the course offerings and
graduation requirements are consistent with the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Plan.

The state board will develop a preservice assessment measure for all K-8 teacher preparation
programs to demonstrate teaching skills and knowledge congruent with current research on best
reading practices.

The state board will report to the legislature and governor the number of preservice teachers taking
and passing the assessment. By September 2002, all teacher candidates must pass this assessment
as part of their graduation requirements.

Teachers and administrators in schools with grades K-8 will complete three credits of a state-
approved reading instruction course in order to be recertified.

Every school board will include coursework covering reading skills development in its inservice
training plan.
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In 2001, the governor signed S.B. 1116, which provides statewide goals as follows:

Reports shall be submitted by the school districts in such a manner that it is possible to determine for
each school building in each school district the percentage of students who are achieving at or above
the appropriate grade level on the reading assessment.

In order to maintain the commitment made by the legislature to reading excellence, the statewide goal
for reading achievement for spring 2004 shall be not less than 55% at or above grade level for
kindergarten and not less than 60% at or above grade level for 1st grade.

The goal for spring 2005 shall be not less than 55% at or above grade level for kindergarten, not less
than 65% at or above grade level for 1st grade, and not less than 70% at or above grade level for 2nd
grade.

The goal for spring 2006 shall be not less than 60% at or above grade level for kindergarten, not less
than 70% at or above grade level for 1st grade, not less than 80% at or above grade level for 2nd
grade and not less than 85% at or above grade level for 3rd grade.

Notwithstanding the statewide reading achievement goals noted above, an individual school building
will also be deemed to have met the achievement goal if the percentage reading at or above grade
level is 5% or more greater than the percentage for the immediately preceding year.

Illinois
H.B. 2887 (1997) created the Reading Improvement Block Grant Program to improve reading and study
skills of K-6 students. Districts can use the funds for the following purposes:

Reduce class size in grades K-3 to provide more intensified reading instruction

Extend the time devoted to K-3 reading instruction either by lengthening the school day or year

Continue direct reading instruction in grades 4-6

Establish reading academies in schools that focus on the mechanics of reading, the application of
reading skills and reading literature

Conduct intense vocabulary, spelling and related writing enrichment programs

Increase the availability of reading specialists and teacher aides

Train and retrain K-3 teachers to be proficient in reading instruction. (105 ILL. COMP. STAT. sec.5/ 2-
3.51).

Indiana
S.B. 352 (2000) created additional requirements to the initial standard teaching license. For elementary
school teachers, knowledge of comprehensive reading instruction skills, including phonemic awareness
and phonics instruction, must be demonstrated.

Kentucky
The Early Reading Incentive Grant Program (S.B. 186, 1998) provided funding to elementary schools to
improve student reading performance. A steering committee provides grants to schools to help teachers
implement reliable, replicable, research-based reading models that use balanced instructional strategies,
including phonics, to address students' diverse learning needs. Local school councils or the
superintendent must provide matching funds. Grants are awarded to schools based on the following
criteria:

Effectiveness of the school process for identifying needs and qualified students

Extent and level of need

Effectiveness of the selected reading model to meet identified needs

Level of commitment

Capacity to implement the model
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Quality of evaluation plan

Effectiveness and efficiency of the budget plan (KY. REV. STAT., sec. 158.792).

Louisiana
In 1997, the legislature appropriated funds for and required each "governing authority" to implement
elementary reading programs to teach students to read at grade level by no later than 3rd grade. The
mandate specified that reading programs should include, but not be limited to, phonics. Within the first
and last 30 days of the school year, teachers must report the number of students not reading at grade
level (LA. REV. ANN. sec. 17:181). In 1998, the state board selected the Developmental Reading
Assessment (DRA) as the assessment to be used to measure student reading levels and provided
training to teachers on using the DRA.

Maryland
In July 1998, the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) passed regulatory amendments that
increased the amount of reading coursework current and prospective teachers must have. Regular and
special education teachers at the early childhood and elementary levels have to complete 12 semester
hours in specific reading coursework such as language and cognitive development; phonics, semantics,
and syntactics; selecting and using reading materials; and reading assessment. Regular and special
education teachers at the secondary level, as well as teachers with N-12 certification, have to complete
six semester hours in coursework such as cognitive development, reading assessment, reading in the
content areas, and the application of theories and practices in daily classroom instruction. The course
requirements are consistent for teachers applying for an initial certificate and for those seeking certificate
renewal.

H.B. 1172/S.B. 750 (2000) requires the State Board of Education to distribute grants to organizations that
promote literacy at an early age during child health visits to a pediatrician; requires an organization that is
awarded a grant to use the grant to purchase books and train health-care providers; requires the
governor to include funding for the grants in the state budget; requires the state board to adopt
regulations to implement the act.

Mississippi
H.B. 539 (1999) required the State Department of Education to adopt pilot testing programs for dyslexia
and related disorders in public schoolchildren. School boards shall provide remediation to students
identified with such disorders.

In 2001, the automatic repealer to this law was deleted.

Missouri
Missouri implemented legislation in the area of reading instruction in 1999. Under H.B. 889, a pilot project
of explicit phonics instruction for K-3 students was to be established in each metropolitan school district.
Furthermore, beginning July 1, 2000, if a school district provides reading improvement instruction for K-3
students who fall below the district's objectives for reading on the district's chosen assessment, such
students may be counted for additional average daily attendance for state aid if such time falls outside
normal school hours, such as summer school. Also, the department of education shall provide a four-year
competitive matching-grant program at the district and building level to pay for assessment and training in
early reading intervention strategies. Grantees are required to show improvement of students.

New Hampshire
H.B. 229 (1997) established a Reading Recovery training program for 1st-grade teachers. Reading
Recovery is an early-intervention program that provides intensive instruction by specially trained teachers
to 1st-grade students at risk of reading problems (N.H. REV. STAT. ANN. sec. 186:70).

New Mexico
H.B. 8A (2000) created a statewide reading initiative and created a Public School Reading Proficiency
Fund. In 2001, H.B. 33 provided for the "Even Start Family Literacy Program." Created in the department
of education, this program provides funding for preschool reading readiness and parenting education. The
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department of education shall develop program benchmarks and performance standards, guidelines for
program approval, and funding approval criteria. In addition, schools receiving funds from the program
must provide annual reports and evaluations to continue to receive funds. Also, H.B. 39 (2001) allows the
state to withhold approval from a college of education or teacher preparation program that fails to offer a
teaching-of-reading course based on most current research or fails to seek input in designing the
teaching-of-reading courses from experts in the field. And, H.B. 281 (2001) requires reading courses for
teacher certification: elementary teachers are required to take six hours; secondary school teachers are
required to take three hours.

Furthermore, S.B. 180 (2001) mandates that school districts are to provide reading enhancement in
grades 2-10, designed to improve a student's reading proficiency to his/her grade level. Before the end of
the school year, the reading proficiency of all students in grades 1-9 shall be determined based upon a
combination of state-mandated assessments and local school or district reading assessments. A student
who is determined to be below grade level shall be provided reading enhancement.

Finally, S.B. 673 (2001) expands the state board's program of educational accountability. It adds reading
assessments to determine pupil status, progress and degree of achievement of basic skills and of
essential educational competencies. The department of education shall involve local school district
personnel in the development of these assessments, which shall measure phonics, phonemic awareness
and comprehension.

North Carolina
Following years of debate over phonics vs. whole language, the state enacted legislation in 1996 that
called for "the implementation of balanced, integrated and effective programs of reading instruction."
Based on this guideline, the state board developed a comprehensive plan to improve reading
achievement. In addition, several million dollars are appropriated annually to support staff development in
reading and math, most of which goes directly to schools (N.C. GEN. STAT., sec. 115c-81.2).

Ohio
Initiated by Governor Bob Taft, the legislature enacted the Ohio Reads Initiative in 1999 by creating
classroom and community reading grants (H.B. 1, 1999). A central component of the bill is to use
thousands of citizen volunteers to improve student literacy. The Ohio Reads council, established under the
act, developed criteria for rewarding grants and will evaluate the initiative's effectiveness and develop a
plan for recruiting and training volunteers. The council is directed to give priority to programs recognized
as promising education practices for accelerating student achievement. In addition, the legislation
includes the following provisions:

Students entering 4th grade in 2001 must pass a reading skills test to be promoted to 5th grade,
some exceptions apply.

Districts must offer 4th-grade students who fail the reading exam intense remediation services and
another opportunity to take the test during the summer.

Districts must offer intense remediation services during the summer to students identified as reading
below grade level at the end of 3rd grade.

Oklahoma
N.B. 2017 (1997) created the Reading Sufficiency Act, a comprehensive plan that provides a framework
to districts. The act focuses on five components of reading instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics,
spelling, reading fluency and comprehension. The state will issue a reading report card annually for each
school. The act also includes the following provisions:

Multiple, ongoing assessments are used to measure 1st- and 2nd-grade students' acquisition of
reading skills. A reading assessment plan will be developed for students not reading at grade level by
the end of the current school year.

Schools will establish a committee to determine a reading assessment plan for each student.
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Districts will adopt and annually update a plan that outlines how each school will comply with the
Reading Sufficiency Act provisions.

A new reading assessment plan will be developed for each 3rd grader not reading at grade level. The
plan will include specialized tutoring and may include recommendations for whether a student should
be retained in 3rd grade (OKLA. STAT. ANN. 70, sec. 1210.50A-C).

The Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation has the authority to develop professional
development institutes that provide intensive reading instruction to elementary teachers (OKLA.
STAT. ANN. 70, sec. 6-200).

Local boards of education will establish professional development committees and programs for
teachers and administrators (OKLA. STAT. ANN. 70, sec. 6-194).

H.B. 2878 (1998) modified the Reading Sufficiency Act in the following ways:

Added kindergarten as a grade at which reading skills must be assessed

Specified the elements of reading instruction to be included in assessment plans

Called for a Reading Report Card for each elementary school.

H.B. 2000 (2000) makes changes in the requirements of professional development. Funds may be used
for the cost of mentor training, payment for substitute teachers, on-site facilitation, and any other costs
necessary to ensure improved reading by students.

Oregon
H.B. 3352 (2001) establishes the "Spread the Word Program" in the department of education for the
purpose of providing donated books to eligible elementary school children who have few books at home.

Pennsylvania
The Read to Succeed (RTS) program was initiated by Governor Tom Ridge in his 1999-2000 budget, and
approved and funded by the legislature (H.B. 456). Read to Succeed is a four-year, $100 million
competitive grant program ($35 million for year one) targeted to school districts with students who need
intensive reading instruction programs. Districts must provide matching funds at the rate of one dollar for
every two state dollars. The program design includes: (1) identification of students in need in every
school, (2) the provision of effective research-based instruction, (3) ongoing classroom assessment in
preschool and the early grades and (4) targeted professional development for preschool and primary
grade teachers. The Read to Succeed program will combine the efforts of the state and school district,
parents and caregivers, family literacy programs and other community-based programs in developing
research-based programs for preschool through 3rd-grade students.

Rhode Island
H.B. 7735 (2000) creates the Reading Success Institute. The bill reads, "The department of education
shall convene an Early Reading Success Panel composed of elementary school teachers, school
administrators, national experts in the field of reading research and early childhood and higher education
experts knowledgeable in the field of reading research. The panel shall review research on how reading is
learned and on the knowledge and skills necessary for teachers to deliver effective reading instruction by
July 1, 2001."

South Dakota
H.B. 1257 (2000) provides for enhanced learning in the public schools. The board of education and the
department of education shall work jointly with other state government agencies to ensure that children
enter the K-12 education system ready to learn. Those agencies shall develop standards and practices to
ensure that, by 3rd grade, all children, to the best of their abilities, have learned fundamental reading
skills, among others. Furthermore, the Advanced Reading Enhancement Program will assist and
strengthen the teaching and learning of reading in grades 1 and 2. Early intervention strategies shall
promote growth in word recognition and comprehension. Technical assistance shall be provided to this
end.
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Tennessee
S.B. 2485 (2000) requires certain actions by the state department of education, the state board of
education and the higher education commission to improve the teaching of reading and literacy in
Tennessee. The state department of education shall identify schools with consistently low-performing
reading scores and determine that measures for improvement are addressed in the schools' improvement
plans. Also, the state board is to ensure that teacher candidates are properly trained and qualified in
literacy instruction.

S.B. 1173/H.B. 716 (2001) creates a report that includes:

The number of identifiable reading programs in grades K-3

The testing procedures used to evaluate students

The number of teachers certified as reading specialist in each LEA.

Texas
S.B. 955 (1999) enacted the Ready to Read grants program to provide scientific, research-based pre-
reading instruction to improve pre-reading skills and to identify cost-effective models for pre-reading
intervention. The grants are targeted toward schools and other eligible entities that serve low-income
preschool students. Grants from $50,000-$150,000 will be distributed for the following purposes:

Professional development in pre-reading instruction

Pre-reading curriculum and materials

Pre-reading skills and assessment materials

Employment of pre-reading instructors.

At the request of Governor George W. Bush, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) launched the Texas
Reading Initiative (TRI) in 1996. One goal of the TRI is to provide schools and districts with information
and resources about reading programs. District and school staffs may make their own decisions about
assessments, instruction and remediation. The TRI includes the following components:

Increasing teachers' knowledge of their students' reading skills in K-3 through assessments

Providing research-based information on reading practices and programs to educators

Increasing parental involvement

Providing one-year grants to schools to fund projects that focus on the prevention of reading failure
and intervention activities.

Over the past few years, the TEA worked with the Texas Center for Reading and Language Arts and the
20 regional education centers to provide professional development materials and training to reading
teachers. In 1997, the legislature appropriated funds for reading academies, which are schools-within-
schools, that focus on reading. They also created the Read to Succeed program for early diagnosis of
reading problems in grades K-2 (TEX. [EDUC.] CODE ANN. sec. 28-.006).

Utah
During the 1999 legislative session, the state enacted several literacy bills, including the following:

H.B. 8, a comprehensive plan which provides for the following:

Literacy program to assist children in acquiring reading skills

Community volunteer training program to help schools implement the literacy program
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Information kits and a public service campaign aimed at parents of newborn infants on the
development of emerging literacy skills

Statewide report on the assessment of reading skills in kindergarten in the public schools.

H.B. 63 established a reading skills development center at the University of Utah to assist districts in
identifying, assessing and providing instructional intervention programs for students with reading
difficulties. The bill also provides funds for a professional teacher development program.

H.B. 75 established a reading performance improvement awards program to recognize and reward
elementary schools that demonstrate significant reading gains. The state board will establish the award
criteria and select nine schools to receive a $1,000 reward.

H.B. 312 established a reading achievement program in grades 1-3, requiring that each elementary
school develop a plan to help all students read at the 3rd-grade level by the end of 3rd grade.

H.B. 67 (1997) required districts to administer a reading assessment in grades 1-6 to determine if
instructional programs have resulted in students' mastering reading skills. The bill also included the
following provisions:

Reading instruction shall include practices of the following: (a) early and explicit teaching of phonetic
decoding skills, (b) exposure to a wide range of quality literature, (c) writing and (d) regular and
adequate time to read a variety of materials across the curriculum.

If students are seriously deficient in these skills, districts must provide remedial assistance to bring
students up to the appropriate reading level. As part of the remediation program, parents should be
offered opportunities to help improve their children's reading skills.

H.B. 99 (2001) changes the Reading Skills Development Center into a clinic to assist educators and
parents of students in assessing elementary school students who do not demonstrate satisfactory
progress in reading. The act requires the clinic to provide professional development programs in reading
to help educators and parents become better prepared to assist students.

H.B. 145 (2001) sets a goal of 90% or more of all 3rd graders to be reading at or above their grade level;
requires an annual report on all students, by percentage, of students reading at or above grade level in
1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades by school and school district.

H.B. 216 (2001) provides a $500,000 appropriation to fund an Advanced Readers at Risk Program in the
public schools to develop advanced reading knowledge and skills in students.

Vermont
In 1997, the state enacted H.B. 527 that required the state board of education, in collaboration with the
agency of human services, to develop a plan for early education services to ensure that all children read
by the end of 3rd grade. The bill also directed the public schools to offer early reading instruction, as well
as intervention when necessary (VT. STAT. ANN. 16, sec. 2903).

Virginia
S.B. 558 (1998) established the Reading Incentive Grants Program. The program awards grants on a
competitive basis to schools that demonstrate low performance on reading exams (VA. CODE ANN. sec.
22.1-208.2:11).

H.B. 2401 (2001) establishes the requirement for a literacy passport for all students prior to grade 9. All
school boards are encouraged to utilize the pre-test for 4th graders. In order to be classified as 9th
graders or above, students shall be required to obtain the Literacy Passport, unless students are
identified as disabled. To meet this goal, each school district shall analyze its pass rates and plan
remediation programs as needed.
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Furthermore, the Virginia Department of Education administers an Early Intervention Reading Initiative for
kindergarten through the 3rd grade, a federal Reading Excellence Grant and training forums through the
year.

Washington
H.B. 3305 (1999) required the state board of education to include phonics instructional materials on a
statewide list of adopted materials and for school districts to provide phonics materials to teachers.

H.B. 2849 (1998) included the following provisions related to reading accountability goals, through which
districts were required to take the following actions:

Establish a three-year goal to increase the percentage of students who meet or exceed the standard
on the 4th-grade Washington assessment of student learning

Direct each elementary school to establish a three-year reading goal for its 4th-grade students

Report to parents, the community and the state superintendent the districtwide and school-level
three-year goals, student performance relative to the goals and plans to achieve the reading goals for
K-4 students

Direct the superintendent of instruction to report the results of the 4th-grade test for all schools to the
legislature and public (WASH. REV. CODE ANN. sec. 101 and 630).

The bill also included provisions on reading assessment, including the following:

Beginning in 1998-99, districts must select a reading test from the collection adopted by the
superintendent of instruction. The selection must be at the entire district level and remain in place for
at least three years.

Schools must identity actions to improve the reading skills of students who score substantially below
grade level and provide parents with strategies to help their children achieve the reading goal
(WASH. REV. CODE ANN. sec 201).

Wyoming
S.B. 92 (2001) provides for the following:

Each school district shall design and implement a reading screening program that measures student
reading progress in grades 1 and 2. The screening program shall be designed by each school district
aligned to the statewide educational program standards and shall specifically screen for student
performance in reading at grades 1 and 2.

Students not screening successfully shall be assessed to identify the specific reading problem and
determine its nature. Students not showing appropriate reading competence shall be placed on an
individualized reading plan to remedy the reading-related difficulty utilizing an appropriate research-based
intervention program. For school year 2002-03 and each school year thereafter, each district shall
annually report to the department of education on the progress toward reaching the goal of 85% of
identified students being reading proficient. The report shall include longitudinal data on all students in
grades 1-4 identified for intervention. If the goal is not reached, the district shall report the reason the goal
was not reached and the steps being taken by the district to solve the problem.

Mary Fulton, policy analyst, 303-299-3679 or mfultonPecs.orq; updated by Mike Porter.
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Discipline of Special Education Students
Updated October 2001

Under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), all students, including those with
mental, physical and emotional disabilities, are entitled to a free and appropriate public education. Since
passage of this act, court decisions have placed important restrictions on public schools' authority to
impose a disciplinary expulsion or long-term suspension on a student who is eligible for special services.
How, then, should children with disabilities be disciplined when they pose a threat to school staff and
fellow students?

Amendments made to the federal Improving America's Schools Act (IASA) in 1994 helped change the
way schools can discipline students with disabilities. The changes allow the Individual Education Plan
(IEP) team a core of educators who have personal contact with the student and the parents to place
the student "in an interim alternative educational placement for up to 45 days, even if the parent objects"
(see Note #1). The most notable piece of federal legislation with this provision is House Bill I which is
the House version of the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). As of
this writing, H.B. 1 had not moved out of conference committee.

While the conversation continues at the federal level, the following states have addressed the discipline
issue on their own. Although this list is not comprehensive, it represents states that have enacted
legislation or regulations allowing for the expulsion of special education students. Details from federal
regulations follow the state chart.

State Citation Grounds for Expulsion
Year

Enacted
Or

Amended

Alternative
Educational
Opportunity
Required?

AZ §15-844 Conforms state statute to federal regulations relating to
the suspension and expulsion proceedings for pupils
with disabilities.

1999 Yes

CO §22-33- Child may not be expelled "if the actions creating such 1993 Yes, if °the actions

106 threat are a manifestation of such child's disability."
However: "Nothing in this paragraph (c) shall be
construed to limit a school districts authority to
suspend a child with a disability for a length of time
which is consistent with federal law."

creating such threat
are a manifestation of
such child's disability"

CT PA 95- -- Weapons-related conduct 1995 Yes
304, HB -- Distributing illegal drugs at school
6898 -- Only expelled when the misconduct was found not to

be caused by his/her disability.
FL FAC 6D- "if the student is considered to be a danger to self or 1996 Not available

3.002 others."
ID § 33-205 Student who carries a firearm or weapon onto school

property shall be expelled; however, "discipline of
students with disabilities shall be in accordance with

1995 Not available
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the requirements of federal law part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act."

IL § 10-
22.6(D)

Bringing a weapon to school. Student to be expelled
for not less than one school year and not more than
two school years. However, "expulsion or suspension
shall be construed in a manner consistent with the
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act."

1995 Referral to alternative
school permitted

KY § 158.150 Students will be expelled for "...not less than one
year..." for bringing a weapon to school and will be
subjected to "...disciplinary actions, up to and including
expulsion from school ..." for possession of drugs. An
exception to this policy is made if it is determined that
the actions of an "exceptional child" are related to
his/her disability. If that is the case, then "...the child
shall not be suspended any further or expelled unless
the current placement could result in injury to the child
(or others)."

2001 Yes

LA §1948A,
1952A

Conforms state statute to federal regulations relating to
the suspension and expulsion proceedings for pupils
with disabilities.

1998 Yes

ME § A-1.20-
A(9-B)

Conforms state statute to federal regulations relating to
the suspension and expulsion proceedings for pupils
with disabilities.

1999 Yes

NJ NJAC
6:28-2.8
(a)

Refers to the responsibility of local districts for
disciplining students with educational disabilities:
Pupil with educational disabilities may be suspended
for up to 10 school days without initiating action by the
Child Study Team. The Child Study Team must
determine whether the pupil's misconduct was
primarily caused by the educational disability.
Legislation eliminates the requirement for
automatically conducting an initial Child Study Team
evaluation of a pupil not previously identified as
potentially educationally disabled, prior to initiating
expulsion proceedings.

1995 Unspecified

NM SBE
Regulati
on No.
81-3

Students in special education may not be expelled or
suspended long term unless Educational Appraisal
and Review (EA&R) Committee has first considered
the case and reported its findings to the designated
disciplinarian. The basic function of the EA&R
Committee is to determine whether a student's
misconduct might be ascribed to the school's
inappropriate response to his/her needs. This includes
consideration of whether a modified placement might
correct the objectionable behavior.

1981 Unspecified

TX §37.004 Conforms state statute to federal regulations relating to
the suspension and expulsion proceedings for pupils
with disabilities.

2001 Yes

UT §53A-15-
305(2)

Conforms state statute to federal regulations relating to
the suspension and expulsion proceedings for pupils
with disabilities.

1997 Yes

WV §18A-5-
la (h)

If special education students bring any deadly weapon
to school, they may be suspended for a period of 45
days. Also permits the suspension of students with
disabilities for up to 10 days for other violations.

1996 Yes

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303,299.3600 fax 303.296.8332 www.ecs.org
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However, all state punishments must be in line with
federal IDEA regulations.

Notes:
(1) "Congress Made Limited Exception to IDEA Stay-Put Rights and Is Considering Other Amendments."
Center for Law and Education, Inc. Newsnotes, Fall 1995.

Implementing IDEA
Federal Regulations for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997

(Adopted on March 12, 1999)

§300.576 Disciplinary information.
(a) The State may require that a public agency include in the records of a child with a disability a
statement of any current or previous disciplinary action that has been taken against the child and transmit
the statement to the same extent that the disciplinary information is included in, and transmitted with, the
student records of nondisabled children.
(b) The statement may include a description of any behavior engaged in by the child that required
disciplinary action, a description of the disciplinary action taken, and any other information that is relevant
to the safety of the child and other individuals involved with the child.
(c) If the State adopts such a policy, and the child transfers from one school to another, the transmission
of any of the child's records must include both the child's current individualized education program and
any statement of current or previous disciplinary action that has been taken against the child.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1413(j))

Discipline Procedures
§300.519 Change of placement for disciplinary removals.
For purposes of removals of a child with a disability from the child's current educational placement under
§§300.520-300.529, a change of placement occurs if (a) The removal is for more than 10 consecutive
school days; or (b) The child is subjected to a series of removals that constitute a pattern because they
cumulate to more than 10 school days in a school year, and because of factors such as the length of
each removal, the total amount of time the child is removed, and the proximity of the removals to one
another.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k))

§300.520 Authority of school personnel.
(a) School personnel may order (1)(i) To the extent removal would be applied to children without
disabilities, the removal of a child with a disability from the child's current placement for not more than 10
consecutive school days for any violation of school rules, and additional removals of not more than 10
consecutive school days in that same school year for separate incidents of misconduct (as long as those
removals do not constitute a change of placement under §300.519(b));
(ii) After a child with a disability has been removed from his or her current placement for more than 10
school days in the same school year, during any subsequent days of removal the public agency must
provide services to the extent required under §300.121(d); and
(2) A change in placement of a child with a disability to an appropriate interim alternative educational
setting for the same amount of time that a child without a disability would be subject to discipline, but for
not more than 45 days, if (i) The child carries a weapon to school or to a school function under the
jurisdiction of a State or a local educational agency; or (ii) The child knowingly possesses or uses illegal
drugs or sells or solicits the sale of a controlled substance while at school or a school function under the
jurisdiction of a State or local educational agency.
(b)(1) Either before or not later than 10 business days after either first removing the child for more than
10 school days in a school year or commencing a removal that constitutes a change of placement under
§300.519, including the action described in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.
(i) If the LEA did not conduct a functional behavioral assessment and implement a behavioral intervention
plan for the child before the behavior that resulted in the removal described in paragraph (a) of this
section, the agency shall convene an IEP meeting to develop an assessment plan.
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(ii) If the child already has a behavioral intervention plan, the IEP team shall meet to review the plan and
its implementation, and, modify the plan and its implementation as necessary, to address the behavior.
(2) As soon as practicable after developing the plan described in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section, and
completing the assessments required by the plan, the LEA shall convene an IEP meeting to develop
appropriate behavioral interventions to address that behavior and shall implement those interventions.
(c)(1) If subsequently, a child with a disability who has a behavioral intervention plan and who has been
removed from the child's current educational placement for more than 10 school days in a school year is
subjected to a removal that does not constitute a change of placement under §300.519, the IEP team
members shall review the behavioral intervention plan and its implementation to determine if
modifications are necessary.
(2) If one or more of the team members believe that modifications are needed, the team shall meet to
modify the plan and its implementation, to the extent the team determines necessary.
(d) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:
(1) Controlled substance means a drug or other substance identified under schedules I, II, Ill, IV, or V in
section 202(c) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)).
(2) Illegal drug (i) Means a controlled substance; but (ii) Does not include a substance that is legally
possessed or used under the supervision of a licensed health-care professional or that is legally
possessed or used under any other authority under that Act or under any other provision of Federal law.
(3) Weapon has the meaning given the term "dangerous weapon" under paragraph (2) of the first
subsection (g) of section 930 of title 18, United States Code.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(1), (10))

§300.521 Authority of hearing officer.
A hearing officer under section 615 of the Act may order a change in the placement of a child with a
disability to an appropriate interim alternative educational setting for not more than 45 days if the hearing
officer, in an expedited due process hearing, (a) Determines that the public agency has demonstrated by
substantial evidence that maintaining the current placement of the child is substantially likely to result in
injury to the child or to others; (b) Considers the appropriateness of the child's current placement; (c)
Considers whether the public agency has made reasonable efforts to minimize the risk of harm in the
child's current placement, including the use of supplementary aids and services; and (d) Determines that
the interim alternative educational setting that is proposed by school personnel who have consulted with
the child's special education teacher, meets the requirements of §300.522(b). (e) As used in this section,
the term substantial evidence means beyond a preponderance of the evidence.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(2), (10))

§300.522 Determination of setting.
(a) General. The interim alternative educational setting referred to in §300.520(a)(2) must be determined
by the IEP team.
(b) Additional requirements. Any interim alternative educational setting in which a child is placed under
§§300.520(a)(2) or 300.521 must (1) Be selected so as to enable the child to continue to progress in the
general curriculum, although in another setting, and to continue to receive those services and
modifications, including those described in the child's current IEP, that will enable the child to meet the
goals set out in that IEP; and (2) Include services and modifications to address the behavior described in
§§300.520(a)(2) or 300.521, that are designed to prevent the behavior from recurring.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(3))

§300.523 Manifestation determination review.
(a) General. If an action is contemplated regarding behavior described in §§300.520(a)(2) or 300.521, or
involving a removal that constitutes a change of placement under §300.519 for a child with a disability
who has engaged in other behavior that violated any rule or code of conduct of the LEA that applies to all
children (1) Not later than the date on which the decision to take that action is made, the parents must be
notified of that decision and provided the procedural safeguards notice described in §300.504; and (2)
Immediately, if possible, but in no case later than 10 school days after the date on which the decision to
take that action is made, a review must be conducted of the relationship between the child's disability and
the behavior subject to the disciplinary action.
(b) Individuals to carry out review. A review described in paragraph (a) of this section must be
conducted by the IEP team and other qualified personnel in a meeting.
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(c) Conduct of review. In carrying out a review described in paragraph (a) of this section, the IEP team
and other qualified personnel may determine that the behavior of the child was not a manifestation of the
child's disability only if the IEP team and other qualified personnel (1) First consider, in terms of the
behavior subject to disciplinary action, all relevant information, including (i) Evaluation and diagnostic
results, including the results or other relevant information supplied by the parents of the child; (ii)
Observations of the child; and (iii) The child's IEP and placement; and (2) Then determine that (i) In
relationship to the behavior subject to disciplinary action, the child's IEP and placement were appropriate
and the special education services, supplementary aids and services, and behavior intervention
strategies were provided consistent with the child's IEP and placement; (ii) The child's disability did not
impair the ability of the child to understand the impact and consequences of the behavior subject to
disciplinary action; and (iii) The child's disability did not impair the ability of the child to control the
behavior subject to disciplinary action.
(d) Decision. If the IEP team and other qualified personnel determine that any of the standards in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section were not met, the behavior must be considered a manifestation of the
child's disability.
(e) Meeting. The review described in paragraph (a) of this section may be conducted at the same IEP
meeting that is convened under §300.520(b).
(f) Deficiencies in IEP or placement. If, in the review in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section, a public
agency identifies deficiencies in the child's IEP or placement or in their implementation, it must take
immediate steps to remedy those deficiencies.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(4))

§300.524 Determination that behavior was not manifestation of disability.
(a) General. If the result of the review described in §300.523 is a determination, consistent with
§300.523(d), that the behavior of the child with a disability was not a manifestation of the child's disability,
the relevant disciplinary procedures applicable to children without disabilities may be applied to the child
in the same manner in which they would be applied to children without disabilities, except as provided in
§300.121(d).
(b) Additional requirement. If the public agency initiates disciplinary procedures applicable to all
children, the agency shall ensure that the special education and disciplinary records of the child with a
disability are transmitted for consideration by the person or persons making the final determination
regarding the disciplinary action.
(c) Child's status during due process proceedings. Except as provided in §300.526, §300.514 applies
if a parent requests a hearing to challenge a determination, made through the review described in
§300.523, that the behavior of the child was not a manifestation of the child's disability.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(5))

§300.525 Parent appeal.
(a) General.
(1) If the child's parent disagrees with a determination that the child's behavior was not a manifestation of
the child's disability or with any decision regarding placement under §§300.520-300.528, the parent may
request a hearing.
(2) The State or local educational agency shall arrange for an expedited hearing in any case described in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section if a hearing is requested by a parent.
(b) Review of decision.
(1) In reviewing a decision with respect to the manifestation determination, the hearing officer shall
determine whether the public agency has demonstrated that the child's behavior was not a manifestation
of the child's disability consistent with the requirements of §300.523(d).
(2) In reviewing a decision under §300.520(a)(2) to place the child in an interim alternative educational
setting, the hearing officer shall apply the standards in §300.521.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(6))
§300.526 Placement during appeals.
(a) General. If a parent requests a hearing or an appeal regarding a disciplinary action described in
§300.520(a)(2) or 300.521 to challenge the interim alternative educational setting or the manifestation
determination, the child must remain in the interim alternative educational setting pending the decision of
the hearing officer or until the expiration of the time period provided for in §300.520(a)(2) or 300.521,
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whichever occurs first, unless the parent and the State agency or local educational agency agree
otherwise.
(b) Current placement. If a child is placed in an interim alternative educational setting pursuant to
§300.520(a)(2) or 300.521 and school personnel propose to change the child's placement after expiration
of the interim alternative placement, during the pendency of any proceeding to challenge the proposed
change in placement the child must remain in the current placement (the child's placement prior to the
interim alternative educational setting), except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section.
(c) Expedited hearing.
(1) If school personnel maintain that it is dangerous for the child to be in the current placement
(placement prior to removal to the interim alternative education setting) during the pendency of the due
process proceedings, the LEA may request an expedited due process hearing.
(2) In determining whether the child may be placed in the alternative educational setting or in another
appropriate placement ordered by the hearing officer, the hearing officer shall apply the standards in
§300.521.
(3) A placement ordered pursuant to paragraph (c)(2) of this section may not be longer than 45 days.
(4) The procedure in paragraph (c) of this section may be repeated, as necessary.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(7))

§300.527 Protections for children not yet eligible for special education and related services.
(a) General. A child who has not been determined to be eligible for special education and related
services under this part and who has engaged in behavior that violated any rule or code of conduct of the
local educational agency, including any behavior described in M300.520 or 300.521, may assert any of
the protections provided for in this part if the LEA had knowledge (as determined in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section) that the child was a child with a disability before the behavior that
precipitated the disciplinary action occurred.
(b) Basis of knowledge. An LEA must be deemed to have knowledge that a child is a child with a
disability if (1) The parent of the child has expressed concern in writing (or orally if the parent does not
know how to write or has a disability that prevents a written statement) to personnel of the appropriate
educational agency that the child is in need of special education and related services; (2) The behavioror
performance of the child demonstrates the need for these services, in accordance with §300.7; (3) The
parent of the child has requested an evaluation of the child pursuant to M300.530-300.536; or (4) The
teacher of the child, or other personnel of the local educational agency, has expressed concern about the
behavior or performance of the child to the director of special education of the agency or to other
personnel in accordance with the agency's established child find or special education referral system.
(c) Exception. A public agency would not be deemed to have knowledge under paragraph (b) of this
section if, as a result of receiving the information specified in that paragraph, the agency (1) Either (i)
Conducted an evaluation under §§300.530-300.536, and determined that the child was not a child with a
disability under this part; or (ii) Determined that an evaluation was not necessary; and (2) Provided notice
to the child's parents of its determination under paragraph (c)(1) of this section, consistent with §300.503.
(d) Conditions that apply if no basis of knowledge. (1) General. If an LEA does not have knowledge
that a child is a child with a disability (in accordance with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section) prior to
taking disciplinary measures against the child, the child may be subjected to the same disciplinary
measures as measures applied to children without disabilities who engaged in comparable behaviors
consistent with paragraph (d)(2) of this section.
(2) Limitations. (i) If a request is made for an evaluation of a child during the time period in which the child
is subjected to disciplinary measures under §300.520 or 300.521, the evaluation must be conducted in an
expedited manner. (ii) Until the evaluation is completed, the child remains in the educational placement
determined by school authorities, which can include suspension or expulsion without educational
services. (iii) If the child is determined to be a child with a disability, taking into consideration information
from the evaluation conducted by the agency and information provided by the parents, the agency shall
provide special education and related services in accordance with the provisions of this part, including the
requirements of §§300.520-300.529 and section 612(a)(1)(A) of the Act.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(8))

§300.528 Expedited due process hearings.
(a) Expedited due process hearings under M300.521-300.526 must (1) Meet the requirements of
§300.509, except that a State may provide that the time periods identified in §§300.509(a)(3) and
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§300.509(b) for purposes of expedited due process hearings under §§300.521-300.526 are not less than
two business days; and (2) Be conducted by a due process hearing officer who satisfies the requirements
of §300.508.
(b)(1) Each State shall establish a timeline for expedited due process hearings that results in a written
decision being mailed to the parties within 45 days of the public agency's receipt of the request for the
hearing, without exceptions or extensions.
(2) The timeline established under paragraph (b)(1) of this section must be the same for hearings
requested by parents or public agencies.
(c) A State may establish different procedural rules for expedited hearings under §§300.521-300.526 than
it has established for due process hearings under §300.507.
(d) The decisions on expedited due process hearings are appealable consistent with §300.510.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(2), (6), (7))

§300.529 Referral to and action by law enforcement and judicial authorities.
(a) Nothing in this part prohibits an agency from reporting a crime committed by a child with a disability to
appropriate authorities or to prevent State law enforcement and judicial authorities from exercising their
responsibilities with regard to the application of Federal and State law to crimes committed by a child with
a disability.
(b)(1) An agency reporting a crime committed by a child with a disability shall,ensure that copies of the
special education and disciplinary records of the child are transmitted for consideration by the appropriate
authorities to whom it reports the crime.
(2) An agency reporting a crime under this section may transmit copies of the child's special education
and disciplinary records only to the extent that the transmission is permitted by the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(9))

Updated by Michael Griffith, policy analyst, ECS (303.299.3625) with support from the Policymaker
Partnership, a project directed by the National Association of State Directors of Special Education.

© Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape
education policy. It is ECS policy to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and
employment practices.
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Teacher-Related Issues in Special Education
Updated September 2001

State policies concerning special education teachers have come to the forefront with the reauthorization of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in 1997. Issue areas that have been addressed recently include
teacher recruitment and retention, teacher training, professional development and training teachers to deal with visual
or hearing-impaired students. This ECS StateNote looks at how states are addressing these issue areas.

Teacher Certification

According to a study released in 2001 by the National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education &
Certification (NASDEC) forty-eight states and the District of Columbia have some form of certification for special
education teachers. Montana and New Mexico are the only exceptions. The most common type of certificates for
special education is for the education of individuals with certain types of physical and mental handicaps (i.e., hearing
impaired, mentally retarded or physically impaired), but they also can be for students in certain age groups (e.g., early
childhood, primary students or secondary students). In March 2000, Illinois moved away from the national trend of
training teachers to handle specific handicaps by passing legislation requiring teachers to receive one of two general
special education certifications. These new standards will require special education teachers to be trained across
categories instead of specializing on any single disability. There still will be three categorical certificates in Illinois,
however: BlindNisually Impaired, Deaf/Hearing Impaired and Speech and Language Impaired. In addition, there will
be a new designation for teachers trained to work with prekindergarten students.

Teachers of Students with Low-Incidence Disabilities

Hearing Impaired
Forty-seven states and the District of Columbia have a separate special education certificates or endorsements for the
education of hearing-impaired students. (Montana, New Mexico and Washington do not.) Some states recognize that
training special education teachers alone may not be enough to provide students with the help they need. For
example, California passed legislation in September 2000 requiring the state's Commission on Teacher Credentials to
issue standards for a specialization in counseling hearing-impaired pupils.

Visually Impaired
Only three states do not have a separate special education certificate or endorsement for teaching visually impaired
students (Montana, New Mexico and Vermont). Four states (Ohio, New York, Virginia and Washington) have passed
legislation requiring individuals who teach visually impaired students to have training in how to read Braille.
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Recruitment and Retention

Is there a shortage of special education teachers?
A 1999 Study by the American Association for Employment in Education tracked 48 different K-12 teaching positions
to determine if there were shortages within any teaching category. The study listed seven different fields of special
education teaching; four of these fields (behavioral disorder, learning disability, multiple handicapped and mentally
handicapped) were listed as the categories with the greatest nationwide teacher shortage. Six of theseven (the above
four plus physically impaired and hearing impaired) were listed as teaching fields with "considerable shortage." The
remaining category (visually impaired) was cited as having some teacher shortage.

In a January 2000 study entitled The Urban Teachers Challenge: Teacher Demand and Supply in the Great City
Schools, 40 large city school districts were surveyed to determine if they had a teacher shortage in certain subject
areas. Thirty-eight of the school districts stated they had an "immediate demand" for special education teachers at all
grade levels. San Antonio replied that it needed special education teachers at the elementary and middle school
levels, but not at the high school level. The only district that did not report an immediate demand for special education
teachers at any grade level was Denver. (Recruiting New Teachers, Inc.; Council of the Great City Schools; Council of
the Great City Colleges of Education)

What are states doing to recruit new special education teachers?
In 2000 and 2001 eight states (California, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, North Dakota, Virginia and Wisconsin)
passed legislation addressing teacher recruitment for understaffed subjectareas, which could include special
education. Legislation in four of these states (Georgia, Louisiana, North Dakota and Wisconsin) specifically addressed
recruitment of teachers for special education subjects. State recruitment programs included providing salary bonuses
(Georgia and Louisiana), allowing for the use of retired teachers (Kentucky), easing thestandards necessary to
become certified to teach (California and Maine) and loan-forgiveness programs (North Dakota, Virginia and
Wisconsin).

Training

Are general education teachers provided with training in special education areas?
Forty states and the District of Columbia require special education coursework for general education teachers to
become certified (NASDTEC Manual 2001, pg. B-4). Only Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Louisiana,
Minnesota, Montana and New Jersey do not have this requirement. Of these 40 states only three (Alaska, Texas and
West Virginia) do not require specific course work requirements but require that students must meet competencies in
this area. Certain states require specific courses. Indiana, for example, requires courses in disability awareness;
Georgia requires a special education course in "identification and education of special education children," and Illinois
requires a course in "identification and teaching methods for exceptional children."

Does the state require special education teachers to have training in student diversity?
Forty-five states and the District of Columbia require students to take cultural diversitycourses or training prior to
receiving their elementary or secondary teaching certificate (NASDTEC Manual 2001, pg. B-15). Only Alaska,
Connecticut, Maine, Montana, New Jersey and Texas do not require it for a secondary certificate, and only Alaska,
Connecticut, Michigan, Montana, New Jersey and Texas do not require it for an elementary certificate.

Professional Development

Is professional development required, and, if so, what form does it take?
As of 2001, only five states did not have some sort of professional development requirement for their teachers
(Delaware, Hawaii, Nebraska, New Mexico, and New York). Typically, this professional development includes
coursework, work experience, training or other renewal activities.

Who pays for professional development?
Of the 45 states and the District of Columbia that require some professional development, fivestates do not require the
individual to shoulder any of the cost (Louisiana, New Jersey, New York, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania). Five states
require the individual to pay all of the cost of their professional development (Arkansas, California, Indiana, Nebraska
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and South Dakota). The remaining states and D.C. require the individual to pay part of the cost, with the remainder
picked up by the state or the school district.

This ECS State Note was completed by Michael Griffith, policy analyst, as part of ECS' involvement with the
Policymaker Partnership, one of four linked projects funded by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special
Education Programs. These projects are designed to help deliver a common message about the 1997 landmark
amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

O Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.

The Education Commission of the States is a nonprofit, nationwide organization that helps state leaders shape education policy. It is ECS policy
to take affirmative action to prevent discrimination in its policies, programs and employment practices.

To request permission to excerpt part of this publication, either in print or electronically, please fax a request to the attention of the ECS
Communications Department, 303.296.8332 or e-mail ecs@ccs.org.
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School Uniforms and Dress Codes: State Policies

ECS Information Clearinghouse
2001

None of the following states legislatively mandates the use of school uniforms, although
21 states and the District of Columbia do authorize districts or schools to require them.
States that have only "dress code" policies have not gone so far as to specifically address
uniforms.

State Summary Code
citation

Arizona
(uniforms)

District boards may "require students to wear uniforms." ARIZ. REV.
STAT. §15-
342

Arkansas
(dress codes)

District board of directors may form a parent/student advisory committee to
determine whether a districtwide student dress code should be enacted. After
such a committee decides that a dress code policy should be adopted, the board
may place the issue on the ballot of any school election." However, "Nothing in
this section shall be construed as requiring the board of directors of a local
school district to adopt a uniform dress code or to hold an election on the issue."

ARK CODE
ANN. §6-18
102

California
(dress codes,
uniforms)

School districts may establish "a reasonable dress code policy that requires
pupils to wear a schoolwide uniform or prohibits pupils from wearing 'gang-
related apparel.'" This policy may be adopted by individual schools as part of
their school safety plan. Parents must be informed six months before children
shall be required to wear uniforms to school. Includes requirement of parental
opt-out policy, as well as provision that no pupil shall undergo sanctions for not
participating in the school uniform policy. Students who participate in a
"nationally recognized youth organization" with its own uniforms must be allowed
to wear their groups' uniforms on "days that the organization has a scheduled
meeting."

CAL. EDUC.
CODE
§35183

CAL. EDUC.
CODE
§35294.2

Colorado
(dress codes,
uniforms)

Boards may establish a dress code policy requiring students to wear school
uniforms or may establish minimum standards of dress.

COLO. REV.
STAT. § 22-
32-109

Connecticut
(uniforms)

"A local or regional board of education may specify a school uniform for students
in schools under its jurisdiction."

CONN. GEN.
STAT. §10-
221f

Delaware
(dress codes,
uniforms)

District school boards are authorized to create and enforce "a dress code
program, which may include school uniforms, for students within the district."
Board policy must ensure that uniforms are offered at "an affordable price, and
shall include provision to assist economically disadvantaged students in
obtaining school uniforms."

14 DEL.
CODE ANN.
§4120
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State Summary Code
citation

District of
Columbia
(dress codes,
uniforms)

In the superintendent's long-term reform plan, s/he must describe how s/he will
develop and implement "a uniform dress code for the District of Columbia public
schools, that (i) shall include a prohibition of gang membership symbols; (ii) shall
take into account the relative costs of any such code for each student; and (iii)
may include a requirement that students wear uniforms."

D.C.
Stat. §31-
2853.1.

Florida
(dress codes,
uniforms)

School boards may require uniforms to be worn by the student body, or impose
other dress-related requirements, if the boards find those requirements are
necessary for the safety and welfare of the student body or school personnel.

FLA. STAT.
ANN.
§230.23005

Illinois
(dress codes,
uniforms)

School boards may establish uniform policies for all or some schools under their
jurisdiction, when "necessary to maintain the orderly process of a school function
or prevent endangerment of student health or safety." Grace period allowed for,
during which students who have not purchased uniforms or dress-code compliant
clothes will not be disciplined. Policy also must allow for procedure by which
board will help or accommodate for "student from an indigent family in complying
with an applicable school uniform or dress code policy." Parental opt-out on
religious grounds allowed for.

ILL. COMP.
STAT. §5/10 -

22.25b.

Indiana
(dress codes)

"(a) The governing body of a school corporation must ...(1) Establish written
discipline rules, which may include appropriate dress codes, for the school
corporation."

IND. CODE.
§20-8.1-5.1-7

Iowa
(dress codes)

District board of directors may establish dress code policy (either districtwide or
for individual schools in the district) that bans wearing of "gang-related or other
specific apparel if the board determines that the policy is necessary for the
health, safety or positive educational environment for students and staff in the
school environment or for the appropriate discipline and operation of the school."

IOWA CODE
ANN.
§279.58

Kansas
(dress codes)

In the section of law that enumerates grounds on which a board may suspend or
expel a student or may authorize certificated employee or committee of such to
suspend or expel a student, under Case Annotations, notes that school boards
are "authorized to provide rules and regulations" in terms of a school dress code.

KY. REV.
STAT. ANN.
§72-8901

Louisiana
(dress codes,
uniforms)

Local school boards may establish a dress code, including a school uniform
policy, "which allows each parent or guardian the option of using such uniforms.
Each school may select a uniform for its students and display such uniform prior
to the beginning of each school year. The city or parish school board may notify,
in writing, the parent or guardian of each school student of the dress code
specifications and its effective date. Nothing herein shall require the expenditure
of school or school board funds."

LA. REV.
STAT. ANN.
§17:416.7

Maryland
(uniforms)

Authorizes school board in Prince George's County to "implement the use of
school uniforms by all students in the public schools in the county."

MD. CODE
ANN. §3-
1007

Massachusetts
(prohibits dress
codes except
for health,
safety,
cleanliness)

"School officials shall not abridge the rights of students as to personal dress and
appearance except if such officials determine that such personal dress and
appearance violate reasonable standards of health, safety and cleanliness."
The board may enact guidelines to implement the student rights' policies
addressed in sections 82-84, after public school students have been notified and
officials' consideration of students' views at a public hearing. "Said rules and
regulations shall provide that, notwithstanding the existence of the rights and
responsibilities described in the three preceding sections, school committees or
school officials may take necessary action in cases of emergency. Students may
petition for a hearing, to be held as soon as practicable after such emergency, as
to whether such rules and regulations shall be revoked or modified."

MASS. GEN.
LAWS ANN.
CH. 71 §83

§71§ 85
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State Summary Code
citation

Minnesota
(uniforms)

"Subd.4b. School uniforms. [...] [A] school board may require students to furnish
or purchase clothing that constitutes a school uniform if the board has adopted a
uniform requirement or program for the student's school. In adopting a uniform
requirement, the board shall promote student, staff, parent and community
involvement in the program and account for the financial ability of students to
purchase uniforms. [...] Subd. 4. A school board may waive any such deposit or
fee if any pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian is unable to pay it."

MINN. STAT.
ANN.
§123B.36

Missouri
(dress codes,
uniforms)

"A public school district in any city not within a county shall determine whether a
dress code policy requiring students to wear a school uniform is appropriate at
any school or schools within such district, and if it is so determined, shall adopt
such a policy. The school district may determine the style and color of the school
uniform."

MO. REV.
STAT.
§167.029

Nevada
(dress codes,
uniforms)

Board may, In consultation with the schools within the district, parents and legal
guardians of pupils who are enrolled in the district, and associations and
organizations representing licensed educational personnel within the district,
establish a policy that requires pupils to wear school uniforms. The policy must
include a description of the uniforms, and state which pupils must wear the
uniforms as well as the times during which the uniforms are to be worn. Boards
adopting school uniform policies must assist parents or legal guardians who
"request financial assistance to purchase the uniforms." The board may likewise
adopt a school-hours dress code for "teachers and other personnel" under the
board's employ.

NEV. REV.
STAT.
§392.458

New
Hampshire
(dress codes)

Under rule allowing school boards to adopt measures for discipline of schools,
annotation states that, "While a school board does have power to adopt
reasonable restrictions on dress as part of its educational policy and as an
educational device, the school board's power must be limited to that required by
its function of administering public education."

N.H. REV.
STAT. ANN.
§189:15

New Jersey
(dress codes)

Upon the request of the principal, staff and parents of students at a school, the
local board may enact a dress code, provided the board finds the policy will
improve the "school-learning environment." Such policies are to include "a
provision to assist economically disadvantaged students," to be adopted after a
public hearing about the issue, and are not to be implemented with less than
three months' notice to students' parents or guardians. The principal, staff and
parents of pupils at the individual school will decide upon the specific uniform.
The board may choose to add a parental opt-out clause; children of parents who
choose to opt out shall not be sanctioned academically or otherwise. Students
who belong to a °nationally recognized youth organization" must be allowed to
wear that organization's uniform to school "on days that the organization has
scheduled a meeting." Local boards also may create policies that forbid students
from wearing gang-related clothing or accessories.

N.J. STAT.
ANN.
§§18A:11-7
and 11-8

New York
(dress codes)

Boards may set "provisions regarding conduct, dress and language deemed
appropriate and acceptable on school property, including a school function, and
conduct, dress and language deemed unacceptable and inappropriate on school
property and provisions regarding acceptable civil and respectful treatment of
teachers . .. "

N.Y. EDUC.
LAW §2801

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303-299-3600 fax 303-296-8332 www.ecs.org
Page 3

284
295



State Summary Code
citation

North Carolina
(uniforms)

"The State Board of Education may authorize up to five local school
administrative units to implement pilot programs in which students are required to
wear uniforms in public schools ... Prior to selecting the pilot units, the State
Board of Education shall develop guidelines for local boards of education to use
when establishing requirements for students to wear uniforms in public schools.
In developing these guidelines, the State Board shall consider (i) ways to
promote parental and community involvement in the pilot programs, (ii) relevant
state and federal constitutional concerns such as freedom of religion and
freedom of speech and (iii) the ability of students to purchase the uniforms . ..
Local boards in the pilot units shall establish requirements, consistent with the
state board's guidelines, for students enrolled in any of their schools to wear
uniforms at school during the regular day." Adds that state monies will not pay for
uniforms.

N.C. GEN.
STAT.
§115C-16

Ohio
(dress codes,
uniforms)

Boards of education-may adopt school uniform or dress code policies under the
following conditions: (A) That "ample opportunity for principal, staff and parents
to offer suggestions and comments" has been provided; (B) That six months'
notice be given parents before a specific uniform is required; (C) That a plan for
helping low-income parents obtain uniforms is part of the policy (such plan "may
include using school district funds or funds from other sources"); and (D) That on
days when a nationally recognized youth organization (which authorizes its own
uniforms) "has a scheduled function", students participating in the organization
be exempt from wearing their school uniforms.

OHIO REV.
CODE ANN.
§3313.665

Oklahoma
(dress codes,
uniforms)

Local boards have the option of adopting a dress code that includes school
uniforms.

OKLA. STAT.
ANN. tit.70
§6-114

Pennsylvania
(dress codes,
uniforms)

Board of directors in any school entity may impose limitations on dress and may
require pupils to wear standard dress or uniforms. Dress policies may be
applicable throughout the school entity or may be applicable to one or more
school buildings within the school entity.

PA. STAT.
ANN. tit. 24
§13-1317.3

Tennessee
(uniforms)

State board of education has duty and authority to create "guidelines and criteria
for local adoption and enforcement of uniform clothing for public school students.
These guidelines and criteria shall require that uniform clothing be simple,
appropriate, readily available and inexpensive. The board is required to
disseminate these guidelines and criteria to local education agencies. These
guidelines and criteria can be used as a tool for local education agencies that
may adopt uniform clothing policies. Adoption of uniform clothing policies shall be
at the discretion of the local board of education."

TENN. CODE
ANN. §49-1 -
302 (j)

Texas
(uniforms)

If the students attend a school with a uniform policy, they are required to provide
themselves with uniforms, except for those who are educationally disadvantaged.
District board may adopt school uniform policy. Such policy must indicate where
monies will come from for purchasing uniforms for educationally disadvantaged
pupils. Policies must include parental opt-out provision if the parent or guardian
provides a written statement that, as determined by the board of trustees, states
a bona fide religious or philosophical objection to the requirement." Students will
begin to wear uniforms 90 days after the board "adopts the rules that require the
uniforms."

TEXAS
EDUC.
CODE ANN.
§11.158

§11.162

Utah
(uniforms)

Local boards and public schools may implement school uniform policies, after the
"adopting authority" holds a public hearing before formally adopting the policy. If
the parents/guardians of 20% of the students sign a petition voicing their
objection to the policy, and this petition is presented to the adopting agency
within 30 days of the dress code's adoption, an election must be held to consider
revocation of the uniform policy. Outlines details of procedure of this election.

UTAH CODE
ANN. §53A-
15-602
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State Summary Code
citation

Virginia "A. The Board of Education shall develop model guidelines for local school VA. CODE
(uniforms) boards to utilize when establishing requirements for pupils to wear uniforms. In ANN. §22.1 -

developing these guidelines, the board shall consider (i) ways to promote
parental and community involvement, (ii) relevant state and federal constitutional
concerns, such as freedom of religion and freedom of speech, and (iii) the ability
of pupils to purchase such clothing.

79.2

"B. Upon approval by the board of the model guidelines, local school boards may
establish requirements, consistent with the board's guidelines, for the students
enrolled in any of their schools to wear uniforms while in attendance at such
school during the regular school day. No state funds may be used for the
purchase of school uniforms."

Washington District boards "may establish schools or programs which parents may choose WASH. REV.
(dress codes,
uniforms)

for their children to attend in which: (a) Students are required to conform to dress
and grooming codes, including requiring that students wear uniforms..."

CODE ANN.
§

"(2) School district boards of directors may establish schools or programs in
which: (a) Students are required to conform to dress and grooming codes,
including requiring that students wear uniforms ... School boards may require
that students who are subject to suspension or expulsion attend these schools or
programs as a condition of continued enrollment in the school district.

28A.320.140

(3) If students are required to wear uniforms in these programs or schools,
school districts shall accommodate students so that the uniform requirement is
not an unfair barrier to school attendance and participation.
(4) Nothing in this section impairs or reduces in any manner whatsoever the
authority of a board under other law to impose a dress and appearance code.
However, if a board requires uniforms under such other authority, it shall
accommodate students so that the uniform requirement is not an unfair barrier to
school attendance and participation."

District boards also may establish policies that forbid students from wearing
gang-related apparel. If such a policy is adopted, the board also must inform
parents and students of "what clothing and apparel is considered to be gang-
related apparel. This notice must precede any disciplinary action resulting from a
student wearing gang-related apparel." Students who participate in a nationally
recognized youth organization must be allowed to wear that organization's
uniform "on days that the organization has a scheduled activity," the district may
not "prohibit students from wearing clothing in observance of their religion."

Examples of School District-Level Policies on School Uniforms (not
inclusive)

District, State Voluntary Mandatory Notes
Highland Park, MI X 5 schools

Long Beach Unified, CA X 70 schools Parents have option of refusing to comply;
there are provisions to supply low-income
students with uniforms.

Dade County, FL X 80 schools X 46 schools

Oakland, CA X See Long Beach Unified.

District of Columbia X 41 schools

Education Commission of the States 700 Broadway, Suite 1200 Denver, CO 80203-3460 303-299-3600 fax 303-296-8332 www.ecs.org
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Detroit, MI X 5 schools

Country Club Hills, IL X 3 schools

Chicago, IL X 225+
schools

Prairie Hills, IL X 7 schools

Baltimore, MD X 120
schools

Elementary and middle schools only.

Dayton, OH X 17 schools

Phoenix, AZ X 1 school Constitutionality upheld by county court judge
in 1995.

St. Paul, MN X 1 school Hazel Park Middle School Academy is phasing
in uniforms from 1996-97.

Providence, RI
X 1 school

Houston, TX In 1996-97 school year, 168 of 257 schools
had uniform policies.

San Antonio, TX X 94 schools In December 1997, the district decided to
make uniforms mandatory for students in all its
elementary, middle and high schools.

New York City, NY X 454
schools

Affects 565,000 elementary school children.
Opt-out provision in place.

Bossier Parish, LA X 16 schools Challenged, but court case upheld the policy
Canady v. Bossier Parish Sch. Bd., No 99-
31318 (5th Cir. 01/23/01).

Philadelphia, PA X 259
schools

Affects 212,000 students in grades K-12.

Polk County, FL X 100 (est.)
schools

Includes 54,000 elementary and middle school
students; no opt-out provision in place. Policy
in place since 1999.

Source: ECS Information Clearinghouse

ECS State Notes are multistate policy compilations.
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Voucher, Tax Credit and Tax Deduction Legislation, 2001
This document presents voucher, tax credit and tax deduction legislation that was enacted by state
legislatures in their 2001 legislative sessions. If you have any questions about this document, please
contact Todd Ziebarth at 303.299.3652 or tziebarth@ecs.orq.

Overview
In their 2001 legislative sessions, the following states enacted tax credit programs:

Florida, Pennsylvania

The following states introduced legislation to create voucher or tax credit programs, or amend previously
enacted voucher or tax credit programs, in their 2001 legislative sessions. However, these states failed to
pass such legislation:

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Wisconsin

Voucher, Tax Credit and Tax Deduction Legislation
Florida
H.B. 21 (was H.B. 271)
Date-Intro: November 29, 2000
Last-Action: June 13, 2001; Signed by Governor. Filed as Chapter No. 2001-225.
Summary: Provides a dollar for dollar credit against the corporate income tax in an amount equal to a
taxpayer's contributions to an eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization; requires the nonprofit
scholarship funding organization to use such contributions for scholarships for children who qualify for the
federal free or reduced lunch program and provides requirements and limitations for such scholarships.

Pennsylvania
H.B. 996
Date-Intro: March 13, 2001
Last-Action: May 17, 2001; Signed by Governor; Act No. 4 of 2001.
Summary: Provides for an educational improvement tax credit for corporations that donate money to
Scholarship Organizations. Corporations will receive a 75% tax credit for their donations, however, if they
provide a two-year commitment for equal or greater funding the second year they will receive a 90% tax
credit. Scholarships, distributed by Scholarship Organizations, will be used to allow public and non-public
school children the opportunity to attend the school of their choice.

© Copyright 2001 by the Education Commission of the States (ECS). All rights reserved.
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